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Produced by------: Yonki-no-kai 


Akira Kurosawa 
Keisuke Kinoshita 
Kon Ichikawa 
Masaki Kobayashi 
i:xecutive produced by 


poecee Akira Kurosawa 


Yoich x tsuc 
Based on the novel by 
teeees Shugoro Yamamoto 
“The Town with out Seasons” 
by Shincho sha Co. 
Screenplay by----- Akira Kurosawa 
Hideo ¢ wun 
Shinobu Haihsmoto 
Directed by---- Akira Kurosawa 
Director of Photography 
tetas Takao Saito 
Yasumichi Fukuzawa 
Art Director------ Yoshiro Muraki 
Shinobu Muraki 
Sound by--+-++++ Fumio Yanoguchi 
Hiromitsu Mori 
Music by--------- Tooru Takemitsu 
Film Editor--------- Reiko Kaneko 


Assistant Directed by 


teres Kenjiro Oomori 

Still by----+++- Naomi Hashiyama 
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Rokuchan-+:+-+++ Zushi Yoshitaka 
Okuni-san (Rokuchan'’s Mother ) 
ceeeee Kin Sugai 
Painter on the roadside 
teens Kazuo Nato 
Yukcihi Shima-:--:- Junzaburo Pan 
a ee Kiyoko Tange 


Ikawa (Friends of Mr. Shima) 
weeees Michio Hine 

Nomoto (Friend’s of Mr. Shima 
teeeee Tatsuhei Shimokawa 

Matsui (Friend's of Mr. Shima) 


oonees Keijt Furuyama 


Masuo Masuda (Casual labourers } 
teens Hiisashi Igawa 
Tatsu (Missis Masuda ) 
trees Hideko Okiyama 
Hlatsutaro Kawaguchi (Casual 
labourers )--++++++ Kunie Tanaka 
Yoshie (Missis Kawagucht) 
coeees Jitsuko Yoshimura 
Master of the tavern---Koji Mitsui 
Ryotaro Sawagami 
sesees Shinsuke Miname 


Misao (Missis Sawagami) 


ere Yuko Kusunoki 
TarOrrsserees Toshiyuki Tonomura 
VirOeee eee eee eee ees Satoshi Hasegawa 
Hanakoeeseeseeeeereereee Kumiko Ono 
Shiro-+++++++ Tatsuhiko Yanashisa 
Limekoeeseeseeeeeeeeeees Mika Oshida 


Kyota Watanaka( Katsuko’s uncle ) 
veeeee Tatsuo Matsumura 

Otane (Katsuko’s aunt) 
teeeee Mari Tsuji 
Kastuko---++++-- Tomoko Yamazaki 
Okabe (Young employee at the 

Saké-store Isesho ) 

veeees Masahiko Kametani 
Policeman::-++- Minoru Takashima 


Master of Saké shop 


renee Keiji Sakakida 
Father -ereereseeeeee: Noboru Mitani 
SOmsstseeeeeeeeeeeees Hiroyuki Kawase 





Sushi shop proprietor 
teens Hiroshi Kiyama 
Madam of a small Japanese 
restaurant::++++++- Michiko Arak: 
Master of a Western-style 


restaurant::> Shoichi Kuwayama 


Waitress:ss--seerreee Toki Shiozawa 
Mr. Hei--++-+++- Hiroshi Akutagawa 


Woman(QOcho)--- Tomoko Naraoka 
Mr. Tanba--:--- Atsushi Watanabe 
Old man-:-++++ Kamatari Fujiwara 
Mr.So(Small greengrocers store 

weeeee Masahiko Tanimura 


Kumanbachi-no-Nichi---Pujio Je!s 


El Kayako Sono 
Children A-+-+++ Kivotara Ishi 

Beers Mihoko Ka:zuka 
Detective str Hideaki Ezumi 
DPhie fees cccerecceceeeeeees Sanji Kojima 


oeteee Akemi Negishi 

Housewife A+ Reiko Niimura 
Bovecceeeeeeee Yoshiko Maki 

C coreeeees Toshiko Sakurai 

0 eee Nlatsue Ono 

Fi cereeeees Toriko Takahara 


Men calling out to Misao 


A ceseeeees Akira Hitomi 
Bocvececeeeees Kanji Ebata 
C ---Masahiko Ich* mura 
| Oe Masaya Nihei 
| eee Shin Ibuki 
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1 ROKUCHAN’S HOUSE 








COBkI2, CHPLCHPEPaL TAHOE pé jn Rokuchan lives in a small Tempura shop squeezed 
CHSTA lt 2 2 . L et in among other drinking and eating shops lined up 
: - ~ along a narrow street. It’s not a proper ‘tempura’ 
Ubi HC, r IS M1% 1} YA shop because its sole culinary offering is fried vege- 
eKMxd Tho, ec eae: nz , tables. The furnishings and materials for cooking 
EpmD, toe — . are all arranged carefully in a three by six foot dirt 
iti floored area in front that extends around the corner to 
4 pre ' i A I HOM, HLS! atiny three by three foot kitchen. At the far end of 
aM 4>, 4 - )4b? se reer Khe: this kitchen is a door which opens to the rear of the 
& LEAMA EIICHES Zitvii nen house The living room is a nine by nine room floo- 
: + red with straw mats the entrance of which ts an eigh- 
teen inch high step fitted with movable floor-boards 
forming a little cupboard beneath. The room is so 
crowded with such furnishings as shelves, a chest- 
TAKS) 4 Sit ftigeg c Se 9 CAT ; of-drawers, and a packing box with a Buddhist altar 
x7 BWD f-C[< YJ ware - f-(c <r on top that the actual usable space is only about a 
d- NDE HATO RD Lj 1 popeerh - gers six by six foot area in the center. The living room 
it = - and the "Tempura’ shop are divided by patched paper 
elc &. B & 1S “HIT NLA = [il 7 TCs 7 doors that are stained through and through with 
( IF pb ODS EOLHSZ | , Lite i Y: hilthy grease. Innumerable drawings of trolley cars 
Oecd oie P , -T ie _ . e 7 , cover the inside surface of these paper doors as wel] 
P - as the closet doors that make up the third wall and 
ENDMZSOOHSL. wILPAMAIC r 2 % the wall that connects to the house next door. Some 
1L1}D4 HS. LOL, € ‘hi? Titel dk aoe ae of the drawings look quite old and some look rather 
a cae aan sesaehee - ie new. Some are drawn w ith pencil and others with 
— | LRM] YS HII Oe : , ' crayon. Some barely resemble a trolley car and others 
JH, ecicls, Myllca#¢qa Fi RATES AM? Ys F have been drawn and colored with great care and are 
ot LYAIGEZOTEH. quite realistic. But each one of them expresses an 
, ° ee undying love and an astute eye for trollry cars that 
vo beyond the primitive drawing techniques of the 
artist and impress the viewer with their sincerity 
NR we Msereee ott 1 ati ee ee In other words, the viewer cannot help but be pro- 
: = eee See - a — foundly impressed by the almost religious awe and 
WOAB  CICZAN, Li fr A tT % TF 1 Ica total knowledge of the trolley car that has flowed 
Luo, HMA LY TIOZ from the heart of the artist and into these drawings 
BCICSABTMSAT, EOMASLOV ADL TY LI Rokuchan and his mother Okuni are sitting tn tront 
HE othe Ic (2, WAG HUSA ETZAMPNILK ITH of the Buddhist altar, surrounded by this fantastic 
LeeST. HTAEMABMAFYRATWZ number of trolley car pictures. Okuni lights a candle 
and a stick of incense and begins chanting a sutra 
SB ART. HTHAIM, MOP Me ELT, FECHA to the rhythm of two sticks which she slaps together 
CAM A, ai) fit “1 x ADE = ie bb a | Aytshe | + Po TF]; \ *~ A, iz as she chants. 
. s- OE Say i—- } - rs 
Ye Rts 44 Oa LOT i Kuk TOI Okuni is about forty years old. Her lusterless hair 
MA IcCHa The TS. is piled up on top of her head and her slightly slan- 
(trAas 9nAx SP rAAasraniAx > | ted eyes give otf a light which is the result of her 
possession with the sutra by means of which she is 
desperately trying to fend off despair. 
Rokuchan is around fourteen of fifteen years old. 
ELT, AH OALREOAIMC, UIT oTHEUX4ALT, He has a flat-crowned head and a meek face like the 


statues of the god Jizo that you see along the road 
in the country that is so meek that it is too meek. 
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He is trying with all his might to arrange this face 
in a firm expression, and chants with his mother as 
she beats out the rhythm 

Nan-myo Ren-gyo, Nan-myo Ren-gyo!” 

In the intervals, Rokuchan bows to the altar as 
though the Buddha himself were standing there, and 
he makes his direct plea 


Rokuchan 

“Great Lord Buddha! I'm sorry to always be harping 
on the same old thing, but please help my mother 
regain her senses a little. Nan-Myo Ren-Gyo" 

At this point Okuni stops chanting and stares at 
Rokuchzn with drooping shoulders and a weak pa 
thetic expression on her face 

Rokuchan also stops chanting, stares at his mother’s 
face, and speaks as though to soothe her. 


Rokuchan 
“Why do you always look that way, Mother ? What 
are vou ©o worried about 


Okunt heaves a great sigh and answers 
Okuni 

"It's nothing. Your mother’s not worried about 
anything at all.” 


Rokuchan 


Rokuchan stares pityingly at his mother’s tace on 
which the shadow of sadness neither disappears nor 


lightens, then face the n.tatr and bows once more 


Rokuchan 

‘Please, Great Lord Buddha. Im sure you are more 
than tired of hearing the same old prayer over and 
over again, but please do something for my mother 


Nan mvo Ren-gvo, Nan-mvo Ren-gyo.” 
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2 A VACANT LOT 

It’s actuaily not a vacant! of, but an area of reclat 
med land that is bordered by a concrete embankment 
on one side 

Rusted scrap iron, decay 1) gy wood and boards, and 
all other types of trash and refuse excreted from 
human life have formed a strenge looking mountain 
that has become solidified by the wind and rain, and 
adds its bulk to the weird scenery 

In one corner of this area there is a flat space 
about six meters wide and thirty meters long lhe 
trash has been pushed away in all four directions, 


and the area has been paved with pieces of broken 


tile 

It is obvious that someone hes gone toa great deal 
of troub'e to clear this small : pace 

Rokuchan comes climbing ove the mountain of 


trash. and walks along a smal] path, as though he 
travels this route every day. He finally reaches the 


tlat cleared space 


Here there ts a garage that dee not exist objects 
vely but is a very real entity, subjectively, to Rokuhan 
And inside this garage there most definitely, a 
subject ve trolley car 

Rokuchan carries the breken soy sauce pitcher, 
which is a subjective oi'can, in one hand, and the 
screwdriver and pliers, which both have concretely 
objectin existences, mn his other hand: enters the 
pariagee and begins to nspect the tro ley cil 

le frowns, clicks his tongue against his teeth, and 
strokes his chin as he makes his round of inspection, 
He knocks on the body of the car and kicks it, and 
scrutizes the ax! helow the hody and the couplings 
of the engine During his inspection, the viewer 


begins to feel that the trolley car really eXists 
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Rokuchan shakes his head and begins grumbling 
Rokuchan 
“Whatamess! Those maintenance guys don't knov 


VA hat they're doing Nothing's done right 


He fixes something first with his screwdriver, then 
with the phters, kicks at where the bearing seems to 
be, and tilts his head to one side as he oils someth 
ing with his subjective oilean. Then he kicks once 
more discontentedly 
Rokuchan 


This one is pretty old | don't suppose itd do 


ener h wood to gripe at those maintenance wuvs > 


While he ts grumbling in the above manner. 
Rokuchan climbs Into the trolley car and stands. with 
his back to the back of the row of houses of which 
his house ts one, on the motorman’s platform in the 
front. Then he puts his non-exisent name plate into 


the equally hictitious nameplate holder 


From this point on, we will make no more mention 
of the fact that, aside from the motorman Rokuchan 
and the few tools mentioned above, the trolley car 
s, objectively speaking, non-existent. Because, you 
see, Rokuchan's tace, as he stands on the motorman's 
platform, is more sensitive and sharp than the best 
of all motormen, and the expression we sec there 1s 
<o very serious that we begin to get a strange feeling 
of reality as we watch him. 

Rokuchan places the rheostat on the controller 
hen he grabs the brake handle with his right hand 


1) order to check t he brakes 





Rokuchan 
Well.’ 
Ile mumbles 
“We're off 
Rokuchan throws his whole body and soul into 


his work ble 'ooks straight ahead with feeling Ol 





passion and pride 

With his left hand he moves the power handle 
from low to second while holding on tight to the 
brake handle with his right hand Thus he begins 
to walk forward imitating the sound of the wheel 


imainst the tracks with his vorce 


Rokuchan 
Do-DES' Ka-DEN, Do-DES' Ka-DEN? 
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Chidren 

‘Trolley Crazy !" 

“Trolley Crazy !" 

Children on their way to sé hoo] yell derisively at 
Rokuchan from the top of the trash mountain and 
the canal embankment 


But Rokuchan neither hears nor sees them 
3 ROKUCHAN’S FACE 
He stares straight ahead, giving his body and soul 


to his work. with his face tensed 


4 VACANT LOT 

Rokuchan passes along a well-beaten path through 
this junk-yvard composed of strange objects 

He runs stra ght along this path that is to him 
trolley rails toward an area filled with equally strange 
shacks that ‘ook as though they have been yathered 


there haphazard!y by the wind or some weird force 





-- 


4 Ma 
io 


he 


<“ 
> 


i 


6 TAISSAOR 


(rr 


* 


— 


- 


- 











5 FROM ROKUCHAN’S EYES 

As Rokuchan speeds along his tracks, he continues 
repeating the sound of the wheels-"-Do-DEN, Ka-DEN, 
Do-DES' Ka-DEN.” 

These sounds he makes with his voice are meant 
to create the illusion of the noise made by the trolley 
car wheels as they pass over the joints in the tracks. 

As he goes through a street Crossing, the sound 
changes in the following mamer 
Rokuchan 

“Do-de-do de. Do-de-do de, Do DES Ka-l EN” 

Then as Rokuchan picks up speed, and he nears 
the strange group of shacks ahead, his voice takes 
on a higher pitch, begins to become almost musical, 
and louder, until the sound and the image on the 
screen take on an overwhelming contrast. 

In the center of this strange group of shacks 1s a 
common faucet where the housewives are doing the 
washing 

Rokuchan s trolley car passes right on by the ladies 


and comes to a halt near Mr. Tanba's house 


6 MR. TANBA’S HOUSE 

Mr. Tanba's house is neat and clean. There ts not 

speck of dust in the narrow dirt-floored entrance 
way, and the shoes are all lined up properly with 
their toes facing the door, and not even a hint of 
soot in the kitchen. The straw matting on the floor 
is old. but there is not a scratch or tear anyplace on 
. There is not a thing that is unecessary OF out of 


place in either the tiny room in the foreground or 


the larger room beyond it. Just one tea-cabinet, and 
one Jow table, and a little work bench that looks 
very sturdy and contains tools and metal, and a box 
with drawers that is lined up exactly with the edge 
of the mats as though it was nailed in place with a 


studied precision. 
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Nir lanl ais a pe ntle old man of almost seventy 
hut at this moment he ts having his morning tea 
He pours just a |ittie tea in a tiny teacup trom a 
arme teapot then takes the littl cup in both hands 
ond brings it slowly toward his puckered lips, and 
sips it most seriously He makes it look extremely 
celicious 

Phe entrances opens and Rokuchan’s tace appears 
Kokuchan 


(00d morning, Mr lanba 


Nir Fanba ‘ooks at Rokuchan with gentle eves 
Mr Tanba 

(,00d Morning. Are you stil] saying: your prayers 
eyularly 7 

Rokuchan takes off his cap that doesn't exist and 
puts it on the step 
Rokuchan 


‘Uh-huh, | pray to the Great Lord Buddha every 


morning and night.” 


Mr. Tanba 

Your mother has lots of problems too, doesn't she 
Rokuchan 

She's alright. She's got nothing to worry about 
Lecause she’s got me to take care of her.” 
Mr Tanba 

Himm. Yes, that’s right.’ 

He sets the teapot and the teacup neatly on the 


table and stands up to go to his workbench 


Mr Tanba 
How's your trolley car working today 


Rokuchan 


Not so Very wel] Just sO-so By the way how's 


4 


vour work going 7 
Mr Tanba 
‘Mine's just so-so too. 
Mr. Tanba takes nis tools out of the workbench 


and lines them up neatly on top 
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Mr. Tanba 

js | 

Mr. lanba 'ooks at Rokuchan 

Rokuchan can tell by the looks of things that this 
s a signal for him to leave, so he salutes and leaves 
closing the door behind him 

Mr. Tanba speaks as though to chase him comple 
tely out 
Mr. Tanba 

(sive your mother my re wards. 

Vind ts wins to work 


7 THE TOWN 
Rokuchan hurries out and boards his trolley car 
facing in the opposite direction from before, and 


lot 


drives away in the direction of the vacant 

Just after he passes by the houses, a day laborer 
named Masuda Opens the door and comes out of one 
of the houses of the East side, and his wife Tatsu 
sticks her head out to see him off 
Tatsu 

Now you just stay trom tha booze stall and come 
straight home after work, you hear?” 

She spe. k to his back 
Masubka 

Aw, shut up. Saying things like that'll just make 
me want to drop hy the booze stall all the more.” 


He goes to the house on the North side and calls 
inside 
Masuda 

“Hey, Hatsuan' It about time we got going" 
Hatsuan 

“Oh, buddy, Im ready.” 


The front door opens and a similar day laborer 
comes out also with his wife at his heels to see him 
olf. 

Yoshie 

“Listen! If you come home plastered tonight, | 
won't let you 1n ‘ 
Hatsuan 

“You're pretty rude. Here my buddy comes to pick 
me up and you don't even say hello.” 
Yoshie 

nocding her head slightly toward Masuda) “But 
he’s really getting bad. Why, last night too.” 
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Hatsuan 

Hey. let's gO, buddy. lt we listen till she's finished 
vriping, we'll be heve all day.” 

He starts walking awry in a hurry and Masuda 
follows trying to Keep up. 
Masuda 

“Cant get over it. Women'reallalike. They nag 
at a guy till he goes half out of his mind. How about 


"** 
* 


a little drink on the way home tonight, Hatsuan 


Nir. Shima comes walking along wearing a4 suit 
that is old but fits like it was order-made and a 
black hat on his head 
shed and he carries a cane hooked on his left arm. 


His shees are clean and poli 


His left leg is three inches shorter than his right 
leg, so that he walks with a limp made even more 
strange and obvious by a broad flourish he adds to 
each step. 

Mr. Shima 

“iz” 

He greets everyone he meets with a_ broad smile 
that makes his moustache perk up at both ends, and 
a slight doffing of his hat with his right hand. His 
amusing walk and happy face makes it look as though 
he is saying. “The world is wonderful, and isn't 
living in this wonderful world a wonderful thing /!"’ 

But sometimes the nerves ot his face go into a 


funny spasm. First one eyebrow jerks up and the 


eye under it blinks very fast. Then a series of little 
sharp coughs come trom the back of his throat, follo 
wed by a different, even weirder sound something 
like “Huhmmm.” the end of which sort of fizzles 
out in a nazal wheeze 

This all happens just as he is about to go by. the 
housewives at the common faucet doing their wash- 
ing. They all watch in silence as he goes by. Then. 
Housewife 2 

“Mr. Shima is a very nice man. but there no gett- 


ing used to those face spasms and that wife of his)” 
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Mr. Shima’'s wife, just mentioned, is much bigge: 
than Mr. Shima. She has a huge pair of hips, well 
padded with fat, square shoulders, breasts like a cow, 


set eves, and thick lips. 


She has just come out of her house and walks 
toward a little vegetable stall pompously ignoring 
the people of the little town. 


When she reaches the vegetable stall, she looks over 
the merchandise with arrogant disdane. 

Sosan, the stall owner is taking pctatoes out of a 
basket. He lifts his head and is about to give the 
usual welcome when he sees who it is and his voice 
sticks in his throat and his face takes on a frightened 
expression 

Mrs. Shima gives Sosan a disgusted look and picks 
up a head of cabbage. She rips off six or seven wilted 
outer leaves and throws them away. 

Mrs. Shima 

‘Here! Put this on the scales '” 

As she shoves the much reduced head of cabbage 
in Sosan’s direction 
Sosan 

“Well, but you see, cabl age is not sold by we wht, 
but by the head. And the price 1s already set.” 
Mrs. Shima 

“You mean to tell me those dirty wilted leaves are 
That'd even 


included in the price surprise the cut 


rate vevetable shop!" 
Sosan 

“Please don't be so insulting. If you'll just go to 
that cut-rate shop for yourself, you'll find that mine 
are twenty per-cent cheaper than any they have there.” 
Mrs. Shima 

“Yeah, cheaper, and worse! Everything they've got 


there's a lot better than yours ! 
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: fr Sosan 
ARH , - ZY ors 1 ‘You really take the cake. I'm not going to argue 
123 . se bout one kead of cabbage Just take it! You can 
; deeten ' _ ; . have it for nothing! 
ieee ‘ . | Mrs. Shima 
Hos >  y: ? r - pe Ue ' 
= W hat What do you take me tor, a tramp 
Dm, TIlt —~Cls liere | am, a decent customer, offering to pay, and 
you start off with your insults. 
Ws 9 ‘ Sosan 
aaa é ; y quickly SOrry, MV tongruc just slipped Please, 
a a ust let ne see the cabbawe ior a Seco! d and | 1] wre igh 
A- (be a By a J Ar \z t for you right away 
L yy, Nirs. Shima wglares at Sosan and throws the cabbage 
; it him 
8S BZA ODFKOKR 8 IN FRONT OF RYO'S HOUSE 
ridtit? ZZ ' " Five children come filing out 
® RYOS HOUSE 
Ryo's face shows all the components of that of a 
‘nice guy. 
He is very busy making hair brushes. His work 
3 REAOF ier h is to his right, and groups of brush parts are 
4 RMFeH < ‘ined up all around him on the floor. He pulls a 
; ¢ : handful of pig hair out of the pig hair container, 
r* pull, 6 hd iz ' ‘ counts them, then takes one out and puts it back 
Sn , r) ?- ' ; the container 
" ; - bi } Misao is lying in a corner of the room with het 
| = as : head proped up on her arm. She disgustedly watches 
; : s Ryo work tor a time, but finally can't take it any 
- longer 
—_ , Misao 
"i ‘ What's the matter with you Vhose pig hairs're 
, ; so thin that nobody'll ever know if they're not. all 
To ATC a " is - ‘ “7. the same number 
fe , are els 7 Kyo puts the hairs carefully in place in a piece of 
(2. Fa , f, lope RA i ~ heard prepared as a brush back 








iT 


er 








Maybe vou're right But Im just not satisfied 
unless I use exactly thirty hairs.” 
He smiles and answers slowls His voice is) sort 


(97 muttled “WS though his toonwue were too thick 


Niisao wets up sudde ly 


Misao 


| watch you work and the soles of my feet get all! 


Misao shoves her feet in a pair of sandals, shoves 


the door open, and stalks out 


1) THE TOWN 

Various men come up and talk to Misao as she 
walks along 
Man | 

Looks like your stomach’s all puffed up again 


Whose's it this time 


Man Il 


MIy wife Hlanako SAYS you got yourself a new 
4 ’ } ° . | \ ° ° P ] | ’ . ’ h 
young boy tnienc Anyway, your looking pretty sharp 


these days 


Man Ill 


“Hey, Baby, I been missing you lately. Don't spend 
! 


all your time with the young ones. Save little for 


me once in a while.” 


nm 
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Man IV 

“You're sure looking all! oily and tasty. How about 
giving us all a good time? It's been such a long 
time.” 

Man V 

‘Hey, how's all of our kids 7?’ 

\ll this deesn't phase Misao in the least She ts 
not only not embarrassed or angry, but even seems 
to enjoy the attention and walks along flaunting 
herself 


ll KYOTA’S HOUSE 

Kyota is already drinking though it's still early 
aiternoon 

And he is grumbling at Katsuko who just sits 
silently making paper flowers 


Kyota 

“Listen, Katsuko. We're really ina fix. Your aunt 
has entered the hospital for a very difficult) opera 
tion. Nobody knows when she'll get well enough 
to come home. We got your mother to put out 
enough to pay the hospital expenses And even 
though it's for her own sister, she insists that you 
pay it all back from the litth money you make 
Don't think of it as for your mother, but for your 
aunt to whom you are greatly indebted You must 
work very hard. You know very well how worried 
your aunt must be lying there in the hospital.” 


Kyota looks as Katsuko's face as though i> ascer 
tain whether or not she has comprehended the words 
he has just spoken 

Katsuko makes no indication that the has heard or 
understood, but just continues work with a compl 


tely expressionless lace 


Kyota 

“If you were only a little better looking and had a 
more grown-up body, you could get easier and more 
prot itable work, but as it 1S, there's jobs ior you 
that you can do here at home. So you have to work 
extra hard to make up for your aunt not being here 
to help you. You know that, don’t you 7" 

Katsuko nods very slightly, but she doesn't raise 
her eyes or open her mouth 

Kyota looks at her in disgust and continues mumb!] 
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nyota 

‘You don't lead an anthropological existence. not 
even i zoo lowical existence You're neo more than a 
hoton.cal mass !" 

Katsuko is about sixteen or seventeen, but she has 
none of the usual freshness of a gir] her age. She 
vixes the impression of a middle-aged woman who 
has lived a hard life 

A voice is heard from outside 
Okabe 

Hello! Delivery fzom the Isemasa Saké Shop! 

Katsuko gets up, groes to the kitchen door and 


oy ens if 


122 BACK DOOR OF KYOTA’S HOUSE 

A seventeen or ¢ azhteen year o!d Loy named Okabe 
looks around at Katsuko and smiles as he pulls a 
ott'e of Saké out of the basket on the back of his 
bicycle 

He hands the bott’e to Katsuko and speaks as he 
reeks nside the house 
Okabe 

“He's drinking as usua!, huh’ He's a good custo 
er, co | really shou'dn't complain, but he’s awtully 
zy, isn't he? He makes youand h's w.fe work and 
does nothing himself but drink and s'eep. And now 
that vcur aunt's in the hospital, you have to do it 


all, dent you, Katsuko 


Okabe looks at Natsuko, who stands silent and 
expression'ess, as thor uh to comilort her 
Okabe 

“You've wotten awfully skinny. Here, take these.” 


Okabe puts two dumplings tn Katsuko’s pocket 


he accetts them without a word or a movement 
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Okabe 
“See you later.” 
He smiles at Katsuko once more, then jumps on 


his bicycle and rides away. 


Katsuko hides the dumplings better as she watches 


him ride away 


3) HETS HOUSE 

This town is divided into three long buildings one 
to the east, one to the West and one to the North 
In other words, the shacks ure connected iit both ends 
n groups Of six, four and three respectively 
However, Het's house stands off trom the others all] 
by itself. It is a hand-made affair that consists of 
four ancient posts, with a variety of flat pieces of 
wood in all shapes and sizes hammered onto and 
between the posts to form the walls The root is 
also old boards with a sheet of battered tin covering 
it 

It has a door that actually opens and closes, ul 
it is so low that one has to squat down to go through 
it On the south side there is a single Oone-meter 
square window, the frame of which is also hand 
made, with a piece O} smoked glass 

Generally speaking, houses inhabited by human be 
ings usually seem to have a life all their own, but 
Hei's house, like the barren land around it and the 
dead tree standing next to it. shows absolutely no 
sign of lite 


He: comes out of his house 


He: is carrying a bag that is much too large for 
him over one shoulder, and a mattress made of rags 
under the other arm. He passes through the town 


Sccing nothing as though ina daze 


7 ry 7 : 1D, Pz \ man known as Hornet Kicht comes out of the 
last shacks and speaks as he goes past Hei in’ the 
, ; opposite directios 
: eIP\F 4 ef Kichi 
[2+ 4a: f* ; “Tl How's business 
} ‘s . He: just keeps on walking as though he didn't heart 
EF ; : the greeting. Kichi scowls at him with an ugly frown 
: Hlornet Kichi vells loud enough to shake all three 
; houses on his side of the town 
Kichi 
“Hey, bud! Can't you at least speak 7!" 
Hfer turns around slowly and_ silently stares into 
; ’ ; . Hornet Kichi’s eyes. Hornet Kichi starts at Hei with 
' td, ‘ tists doub'ed up, but stops betore he has Kone two 
F . 9 , 
‘ . : teps, battled by the glassy eyes and mask-like face 
. : tront of him, and starts to back away 
SANS, KT HPAAC x . - 


Pde) qu.et.v turns back tw his original direction and 





continues walking as betore 
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Hornet Kichi suddenly realizes he is being stared 
at by all the women and children in the neighbor 
hood, who had come out to see what was up when 
they heard him shout 
Kichi 

“Them ain't the eyes of nobody that’s alive! They 
give me thi creeps Them's the eyes of a corpse 
I'll bet that the blood flowing through his body 1s 
as cold as ice. Sure as you're alive.” 

Kichi talks to those vathered over his shoulder as 


he sneaks off in the opposite direction 


14 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 

A lean-to made ot old boards is attached to the 
far end of the last in the north row of houses. It ts 
only one and a half meters high, one meter wide, 
and two meters Jong-a hand-made shack just big 
enough for it's two inhabitants to sleepin. The bed 
is made of old boards piled up, on top of which isa 
thin ragged straw mat and three tired blankets wadded 
up in a corner 

There is a beer box just outside the shack that 
contains two bowls, chopsticks, a pot without a_ lid, 
and a badly dented pan \lso there 1s something 
that looks like a three tiered Junch box that can be 
hung from a nail. Next to the keer box is a broken 
clav charcoal stove that is held together by an intri 
cate network ot wire 

Father and Son are sitting in the sunlight with 
their arms around their knees, talking together 

lhe Father is about forty and the Son is) six or 
seven. They are dressed in rags with old wooden 
clogs on their feet 

Their long straggly hair and their sickly taces, 
along with their style of dress give them the appea 
rance of average tramps, but neither of them has the 
usual timid beggarly attitude 

The Father speaks quietly with a slight hint of 
dignity 
Father 

th he best place to build a house is on top ota hill. 
Japanese have always built their homes in the shadow 
of a mountain, or in a valley, or at the foot of a 


hill Thev have a habit of choosing low places to 








build upon 





a ae hee 3 Ke : , i 
> . - yt H+ + L Son 
> : , , - > “You're right That's very true 2 
4 , _£&nehH eA , x ; The Son nods sagaciously 
4 ’ ' , , Son 
, = b ; ; > 2 , “In Photos vou alway ssee tore ‘oners houses up on 
rs sae anl nie ; , j the side, or on top of hills But, youre right, 
; : Japanese houses are usually in low places.” 
an j j 7 , , 
- : Father 
: M4 F > . , , . . 
. , ; “But there's a reason for that. There are lots ol 
pr ys 
> earthquakes and typhoor sin Japan. Wooden are hi 
, ; : rs 4 , Z i tecture isn’t very strong when it’s shaken up and 
’ hlown about as it would be in high places. So they 
, Hops , choose safe places for building their houses yut 
re 3 : ; ‘ that’s not the only reason. More than clear, bright 
$7. po , light, Japanese people like soft, gentl ligght That's 
cre ot the reasons the \ chose places with shadows 
In other words, they prefer a lite embraced by nature 
f That's also one ot the reasons they never set med to 
’ : - . ee ue he able to get used to living in houses built of 
a - pd ; stone.” 
, - 4 : Son 
» Zh a otha we PIES Laan “Hmmm.” 
eer ie [he Son turns his head to one side significantly 
: Son 
“That's probably right. I don't like stone houses 
vither They're cold, and unpleasant.” 
Is nbhoeh Father 
ey “But there are advantages too, you know. While 
. ) t's true that wooden architecture suits the Japanese, 
we would be in trouble if the whole nation completely 
adapted it’s personality to that type of building only 
and we all became a bunch of weaklings with no 
lasting power. The personality and brain power of 
16 wie een Oe are maintained by the a 
peop.e ead in houses built of stone and stee] and 
, , ; : tre concrete.” 


he Son listens carefully to each word his father 
-<avs and nods in agreement 


Son 
“That's right. You're absolutely right.” 


More than a conversation between Father and Son, 





2/ 


they talk like a couple of 
the same age 
Father 

Well, then, whet 


Very « lose friends oT almost 


it comes to building a house for 








ourselves, we must consider the future and design 
house with you and your children and your grand 
children in mind.” 
Son 
Yes. Uh-huh Phat’s right 
’ 5 ROKUCHAN 
Rokuchan rides along in his imaginary trolley cat 


as betore 


Rokuchan 
“Do-DES’ Ka-DEN, Do-DES' Ka-DEN 


ad 





| i6 THE SKY AND THE TOWN 
*, 
Phe Pcrces Is covered with Various deformations 
Of jines and Surilaces and colors 


There are several nights and days 
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7 THE COMMON FAUCET (DAY 

The housewives are doing their washing 

Hei comes back looking exactly as he did when h 
left-not seeing and heads toward his own house 

The only difference in his appearance is the hug 
bag he was carrying is now full of something 

Housewife A notices Hei and speaks 
Housewife A 

“He must have been real good-looking when he was 
young. 

Housewife B looks up at Het 
Hiousewife B 

‘He's not so bad even now Atter all, | hear that 
omebody or other went crawling into his place in 
the middle of the night here awhile back.” 

Housewife B looks meaningtully toward one of the 
better ‘ooking of the group 

The good-looking one looks shocked for a second. 
but then comes on defiantly 
(;o0d- Looking One 

“Oh, are you trying to insinuate that ‘somebody or 
other’ is me 7” 
Housewife B 

“Oh, dear me, do you mean to say that somebody, 
has been insinuating it was you 7” 

Phe Good-Looking One frowns and poes back to 


ier wash nas with renewed concentration 


IS FRONT OF HETS HOUSE 

lle: comes back to h s shack that shows no breath 
of life the same as the dead tree standing next to it 

He puts the bag on the ground Mle picks up a 
kerosine can filled with water and places it on top 
of an oven constructed of tiles and stones Next he 
pulls Tags out of the bag, puts them in the kerosine 
can, and |ights a fire in the oven 

Hei does all these things with no expression on 
his face and all his movements are at the same slow 
tempo, so that he gives the effect of simply moving 
rather than working 


19 THE COMMON FAUCET 

Phe Good Looking One indicates that she is read\ 
to contess, and al] the rest of the housewives forget 
about their Jaundry and gather in closer to hear her 
Housewife A 


“Come on fell us what happened 
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Housewife B 

“You're always bragging that you never missed 
anything you set your sights on. You don't iInean to 
say that this time...?” 


The Good Looking One looks a little embarrassed 
but 
(;00d Looking One 

“Anyway, | made up my mind. I went to the bath 
end used my prettiest smelling soap, and went smell 
ng and looking my best.” 

Housewife A leans forward in excitment 
Housewife A 

“You're making my mouth water.’ 
Housewife B 

“And did you get what you went after?’ 


The Good Leoking Ore'’s face gets stiff and pale 
(:ood Looking One 

“Well, when | wot to Hei's house, 1 heard this 
horrible moaning voice from inside. I was scared. 
but | looked through a hole in the door, and there 
was Hei fast as’eep. He must have been having a 
real bad dreem, tecau:e he was really making terrible 
sounds. Then suddenly he opened his eyes, sat up. 
and sa'd, “Ocho"™ in a very soft voice.” 

All the Housewives look frightened. 

The (;,00d Looking (One tries to make herself look 
smaller 
(;00d Looking One 

“And that voice. It sounded as though it came from 
the bottom of a grave. 1] was so scared I couldn't 
move at first. Then I got away from there as fast 
as my legs would carry me.” 

The Housewives all become silent 


20 INSIDE HEITS HOUSE 

In the semi-darkness of the evening light. Hej 
measures a small amount of rice and barley from two 
orange boxes, pours both Into the dented pan, washes 
the mixture with a litth cold water, and puts the 
panon clay charcoal stove. Then he pulls some 
pickles out of a SOY isee barrel and cuts off a teow 
th n slices 

When you look closely, Hei has a very handsome 
lace, with even a hint of refinement here and there 
But his CyesS REE ju t ike Hornet Wik hi Sal d, the 
eyes of a dead man-two deep hollow cavities. And 
his face is frozen into a completely expressionless 
nsensitive mask 











senees PHnols? 4 One feels when looking at him that Hei has some 
es ; x. ae e a ee ; heavy burden to carry 
21 KYOTA’S HOUSE (EVENING 
K yota is sitting at a small tab'e drink ng as usual, 
and eating a boiled fish with chopsticks. He is also 
complaining as usual with al] his como aints d rected 
at Katsuko who is making paper flowers as usual! 
- ™ Kyota 
L RAOR (IF “This is no good. Just look at this fish. It's rotten 
(2, PRC , aN t- 2 Tee: \ fresh fish always has its skin sticking right to its 
; tT Tee : P rer ee flesh, but look at this. The skin's all loose and 
; | % tloppy 
fSM7t, COBMEVDATSES, C & sats : Natsuko doesn't answer. 
> - L - -n - 2. /> - pric ° - 
. Sti ory 3 
ISTHAC § (DTS - 
22 HATSUAN’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
Hatsuan Kawaguchi is drinking with his wife 
Yoshie and is already quite drunk. 
The door suddenly slams open and Masuda comes 
” MOOR Suan in also dead drunk. 
tus. &S9E9E98 E , ca : “Hi va, Buddy!” 
Hatsuan raises his hand in greeting 
a peer = ; ; Hatsuan | . 
' .~YOu came just at a good tine. Come on in! 
; ; Masuda 
» “I don't fee] like it l just came to ask you someth 
ing.” 
: = HIF T Masuda comes in and plops down between Hatsuan 
Le : b) >- { j and Yoshie. 
rs Cs see R ? ee 7 Hatsuan drinks what is in his cup, then hands the 
, ) empty cup to Masuda. 
- € MS RISAT Hatsuan 
ey - L } f. “Let's have a drink first, and then we can talk 
; ra , 7 | 7 ; Don't you think that's a good idea 7” 
Masuda 
MAL VC E it calee i iA? “Whatever you say.” 
Le stn He gulps down the cup of Saké Hatsuan pours for 
| mn maiden ence - : him like it was water 
- as ee ING OMHO HK DI-INA Cs Masuda 
DOAT~<?:HE=O0O? tho HF ‘ KZ “That damned woman of mine. She makes me fee] 
oy be de potortts like a stray dog with a hat on.” 
san oe Gn ; Hatsuan 
HOH, SCD? WAI, HS WALD? “I know just how you fee! Don't feel so good, 
ae does it 7” 
i ee ie ; * - “Of course not?’ It felt like getting a shovel full] 
le bn DZ 4 tL7c dm b ANI 4 t 





of sand thrown on your head while you're eating.” 
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Hatsuan 


“Hmm I'm always saying the same thing, but, 
Buddy, it sound like you've really got a rough life.” 
Yoshie 


“Otatsu is pretty stubborn. She's nice enough, but 
when she get's mad, she really get's mad.” 
Hatsuan 

“But what about the sand Did she really dump 
it on your head 
Masuda 

“Don't be so stupid 
felt Don't pret nothing out of her 
acting uppity, and when | ask what it’s all about, 


she up and tells me it's none of my business. Then 


| just said that’s the way it 
She pos around 


why're you acting that way, | ask, and she says, 
“What way 2” She got me so there wasnt anything 
else to say, so all | could do was yell at her. So | 
yelled and told he to pret out, and she just turned 
her nose up at me Since she wouldn't move, I 
banged out of the house myself, and that's why [I'm 
here now A man's got to keep his self-respect and 
pride as master of the house. Isn't that right, Hatsuan?” 


Hatsuan 

“Uh-huh, you're right, Buddy. A man has to go 
out and so when he comes home, he wants his wife 
to treat him nice. It's only humane.” 
Masuda 

‘But with that woman of mine, it's just the opposite 
She makes you feel like she’s drilling a bad tooth 
with a spike.” 
Hatsuan 

a | really rough Women are just no damn good \ 
[hey have so much free time on their hands that 
they get a kick out of thinking up ways of making 
Anyway, I'll go and give her a 
yood talking to tor you.” 
Yoshie 

"Stay here, because you're too drunk to go now 
Hatsuan 

“I'm alright! Haven't had hardly anything to drink 
yet , 
Yoshie 

“Don't go! 1 said don't got!’ 

Yoshie’s words not only don't keep Hatsuan from 
yvoing, but make him want to go all the more. 


lite tougher tor us, 


Hatsuan 
“Shut up !!’ 
He shouts at her and goes Out the door 
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Masuda is Jeft alone with Yoshie and she talks to 
him in a flirty manner 
Yoshie 

“I think I'll have a little too. Won't you pour me 
a drink 7" 
Masuda 

“You say you'd like to have a drink, ma'm ? 

Masuda tries to pour Yoshie a drink, but his hands 
#re so unsteady that he spills sake all over everyth 
ing 
Masuda 

“Oh, damn! It looks like even my hands are drunk 
Here we go” 
Yoshie 

“No! Stop before you spill it all. Here, give me 
the bottle and I'l] pour it for myself" 


Masuda 

“I'm sorry I'm awful sorry.” 

He stares at Yoshie through bleary eyes 
Masuda 

“You're Hatsuan’s Yoshie, aren't you 7 Hmm! What 
a big surprise! I'm getting a funny feeling in my 
chest.” 


Masuda opens his collar and presses hand to his chest 
Masuda 

“Funny. It doesn't make any noise.” 

Yoshie | 

“Here, let me have a look.” 

Yoshie slides over to Masuda, puts her hand on his 
hairy chest and wropes around as though she really 
enjoys if 
Yoshie 

“Why, it's beating away just like it’s supposed to 
So hard it almost kicks my hand away.” 
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Masuda 
Is that ©Oo, mam Well. how about 
Yoshie 
Put you! hand «1 my 
Vasuda 
foo much troub' 
Masuda rushes at 
| her 
Yoshie 
“Wait a minute Don't be 
old Buddy!” 


yours ¢— 
chest and see tor yourself.’ 


Who cares about yourh heart et 
Yoshce and tries to crawl] on top 


so rough. | said wait. 


Masuda 
‘Oh, old Buddy, huh 2’ 
Masuda ra 
Yoshie 


‘What's wrong 


s over on his hack on the tloor 


You mustn't sleep there. You'l] 
atch cold.” 


Masuda lies in the same position with his eves shut 


ind smiling.” 


Masuda 


Cut it out ' 


Yoshie looks at him, then stands up, goes to the 


closet, pulls Out a matress and begins to make the 


ed 
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23 BAR ALLEY 

The little Son is walking along carrying the sauce 
pan that is made of three levels He occasionally 
picks up a cigarette butt from the street and puts if 

his breast pron ket 

[he street is quite narrow and 1s lined on both 
sides with such establishments as a Japanese style bar, 
a little restaurnt, a Chinese noodle shop, and a sushi 
shop 

lhe Son goes in the back door of the sushi shop 
with his pan 


24. THE SUSHI SHOP 
Old Man 

Glad to see you, litte] rascal. You can have that 
over there. It's raw. so be sure you cook it a little 
before you eat it.” 
Son 

bowing in gratitude) Thank you.” 


The little Son begins putting pieces of sushi that 
some customer had left on his plate into one of the 
evels oft his pun 


25 THE LITTLE RESTAURANT 
Lady Manager 
“We've still got customers here You'll bring us 


bad luck. Youtrying to chase our customers away?” 


°6 AN ODEN SHOP 

The little Son pouring soup into another section 
of his pan. He seems to have finally gotten his 
three sections filled. One section contains rice 
and noodles, the second soup, and the third meat and 


vewetables. 
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.7 ANOTHER RESTAURANT 

A Waitress looks at the little Son as he comes in 
through the back door 
Waitress 

‘Hey, the little brat's here again. No use coming 
ere, because we've prot nothing for you.” 

[he Son sneaks a look at a garbarge pail that is 
most full. then looks back into t he kitchen Sut 
the Cook, who ts also the manager of the place, is 
husy cooking something and doesn't notice the boy. 
Waitress 

‘No matter how long you stand there, you won't 
et anything from us.” 

She throws her cigarette butt on the food in the 
sarbage pail 
Waitress 

“Get out! 

The littl Son starts to leave without a word. He 
vcems accustomed to this kind of insults, because the 


.pression on his face doesn't change at al] 


(ook 

‘Hey, wait!” 

The Cook comes over with hands ful] of something 
or other, and gives the Waitress a dirty look 
Cook 

“Stop being so mean to the little guy 

The Cook puts a big helping of meat and vegeta- 


bles in the Son's pan 


28 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
‘| he ~on comes home puts his three level] pan into 


the beer box, and silently crawls into the lean-to 
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29 INSIDE THE LEAN-TO 


ae . } } 

I he Father WOVEN « wht » iT) nis sicep |: Veg) si) 
there Ss not muse h space for the Son to he dow: 

1} ~ ’ 

1 Ive On PIcKs Up an empty tin can near his Father: + 

‘ , } » } , | | 

Ow, iKCs i wiirette Dutts out of his pocKet 

, , ? 

1 puts the tao th i 1 hye a mits tke i 
yack ind [ye lo ext to his Father l{ 
vis } } ; tic rie li eT Hit | loses his 
Father 

t r Kithw about irious things as l iy 

r ~ @*e*t) 

' 
“= ) =i - nm too tre | ' } ~ epy tc pet 

. 

Father 
\ mut that ho ‘ Te BOI Tia to ul ] You'r 
i) talk ul 
“on 

i ot sleep it a 

’ | | 

Hie rubs his « ind speaks with forced convu 

r 
son 

Im alr whit 


Father 


First of all, the tront wront gate is very important 


| ] . 
Lhe gate of a house tke a man's tace Because. 
, , 
ou see, vou [OOK at a mans tace and you can te 
What fies personality s like 


Un-huh, that's right 

He nods vigorous], 
Father 

Since we have decided to building our house on 
top of a hill, I think it should be western Style 


How about Rococo stvie 


3/7 


30 FURAN yy FOROE | 30 A HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY BACKGROUND 
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le A Rococo style grate made up o! CUrVINg: J1INnes. 
| Father's Voice 
‘S Or how about Spanish style 
\ gaudy Spanish style gate appears 
° 4 ‘ , ‘ . . ° . 
Father's Voice 
‘ © Cy Inavbe english style would be nice.” 
\ heavy English pate appears 
$1 REFO\E 31 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
| ag: . . as Father 
PPL Veooee, ; rT; P But Somehow al! of them Seem rather too pre 
pase tentious. It must be neither too gaudy nor too solemn 
We need something more casual and friendly looking.” 
2 0) cA bl . r . . 
EOL 32 THE TOP OF THE HILL 
Another Rococo Sty le pate appear®rs it has become 
- ; 1 , 4 _ . ; 
- much smaller than th- previous gates and the design 
; ‘ an ; ‘ y > > (= 
s much simpler and more tasteful It isan iron gate 
i > : =e a > 
= ’ > > 


that looks strong, but not cold-very chic 











S$ FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
Father 
“What do vou think, son | his one 


| . ry ? 
(it S it 1 


33 LE FOB 
pid iS iron, but it 

rive Sule h ii cold impression, and it's 

vaudy, but quite friendly.” 

Son 


nol 


Oh. it's Very hice ) 


340K yIDROL 44 A HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY BACKGROUND 





u A red gate appears 
i¢ D> | Po Mu ce SWS } Father's Voice 
f ‘SJ “I think dark vreen would be the best color. But 
4 you ve got to paint it red first so it won't rust.” 
The same gate appears painted green 
$5 XEFO\— % FATHER AND SON LEAN TO 
tri Rk >f:t2] Father 
“Let's make this the gate. Alright 2” 
$6 =] f ay *pa* - 4 . 7s) ror ’ . . 
RKOR “6 KYOTA’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
, y Che clock indicates that it ts past 2 a.m 
. ore z Kyota is snoring in his sleep 
But Katsuko is silently working away under th 
\ : = 2 : ght of an electri bulb 
‘ Teor SF . L fit tid Dry Once in a while she dozes off and her head drops 
; on her chest, but she always wakes up again and 
‘6 ‘oe y ' | ; - Oo 


starts to work again with increased vigor 


Atter severa! repetitions of the above, she tinally 
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goes completely off to sleep and falls over as though 


faint 


37 MR. TANBA’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
Mr Panba is lying asleep with everything in pet 
fect order 
The wooden shutter opens and a man dressed _ |ike 


tramp and with a hat pulled down over his eves 


sneaks in 


He seems quite surprised at the perfect order of 
everything in the house He mistakes the too] box 
for a safe, picks it up and starts to leave 


Mr. Tanba 


kxcuse me, but vou've made a mistake.” 


Phe thief stops dead in his tracks when he hears 


Nir lanba s voice 
It seems as though Mr Tanba had been awake 
. . i!] along and was watching the thief's activities. He 
-* continues whispering in a calm voice 
i Mr. Tanba 
“That's my toolbox The money's over here.’ 


at Nir lanba, re ady to bolt and make a run tor 
at the first opportunity 
Thief 

What'd you say 


| ‘ speaks Irving te sound tough 





he thief is drawn to the kind voice. but he stares 
t 





Mr. Tanba 


: yet it out for you I'm sorry but there isn't 
, — huch.” 
oe , 
; ; iT | inba st SDCuAS { wh Sit Hh wets up 
t rakes i om wei ‘ at hie vyatiiet out oft th 
t chest and hands it to the Thiet 
es } : ij? , Mr Tanba 
! lh | rot right ' ut if tind 
Sis a vo vi io uu you at ou 
> . >. 
; , ’ Ts ‘ core ite’? J iTo I teat | “iV SOrTit 
4 ; . Z wi » TO) ci 
h | hie } stares wn amazement at Mr lanba s 
; ‘ j ¢ | .* L- I. ’ | } | 
ice riatime, and tie quickly puts down the too 
Ox ind securries out through the window 
. . 
; 4 des j t : Mr. Tanba 
, bl erase ton t torget to close tne shutters (Oh, yes 
Al a mext time. come to t he iran door 
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38 KYOTA’S HOUSE (DAYBREAK 
he clock Strikes four o. lock. 
Natsuko wakes up with a Start, rubs her eyes, sits 


1) and oOcs back to work on her tlowers 


39° IN FRONT OF FATHER SON LEAN-TO 


Father and Son are dividing up the contents of the 
three level pan 

hey are putting the food into chipped bowls in 
preparation for breakfast 


Father 

“Oh, look at this. (He picks upa piece of meat with 
his chopsticks) Quite unusual It looks like roast 
beef. And it’s cooked just rare enough It's very 
difficult to cook it so that just the center has this 
nice red color Do you want some 7" 
Son 

“No. Dad. you eat it all.” 

Son frowns a Iittle 
Son 

“I don't like cooked meat.” 

he Father nods and pops the roast beef into his 
mouth. He begins talking while he is che wing it 
Father 

“hy the way, now that we have our waite, we must 
decide on the fence ne <i.” 


Son 

“Uh-huh. That's right.” 
Father 

“Since the gate is iron, I think it we uid be best if 
we use iron posts and think of a good design.” 


0 RWS VODEOLE 409 A HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY BACKGROUND 
a Pee a; rt A very stylish wate appears Here and there in a 
. = . : line to the right of the gate, iron posts have been 

P ; 4 > i - 
= set up, and there is a short portion of wel] designed 


fence on the first few posts 





41 REFO BOR 41 IN FRONT OF FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
[oe PSM rIZ IM 4 PTZ 7, Father 
‘ é : E | “Well, it looks pretty nice, don’t you think 2” 
| ‘or , = ; - Son 
r ,  —_— 2 / fr. sai) a in * 
iia “e : aaal | “_ “Yes, I] like it. It's very nice 
The Father puts one of the cigarette butts into an 
old holder and hegins smoking with eves narrowed 
in thought 
2 af (OR 42 A ROAD DAYTIME 
bes “+ ty oie cate eee ie Katsuko is carrying an armload of finished paper 
: ° tlowers under one arm, and a shopping bag in the 
other hand, and is walking along like a somnambulist 
Okabe 
: “Hey, Natsuko! 
f £37, wc ¢ . Okabe comes riding up on his bicycle, and slows 
t down to talk to Katsuko 
, , ; ; p a, Okabe 
: : ; ea a “From behind you look like you might fal] over any 
dine , ‘Sr minute. A person must not work too hard. You've 
Mit Sd ‘ _ got a right to think about your own health There 
DAT € i , < ICS FEU CIHS OAM, ‘s , , is no reason tor you to work so hard for that drun 
HADC EU KATIEPSIZEIZLIZL EC Bea kard. You've got to take care of your own body 
) a " . while vou work.” 
- - . . Okabe looks into Katsukos face 
et ; or tee “eee Okabe 
ToT Oa “You've really gotten skinny Hlere, take this 
“ :o Ne » *s | already started eating it.’ 


Okabe shoves puirt Of a hocolate bar into Katsuko’s 





shopping bag 
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Okabe 


“I wish that damned drunkard would just drop dead " 

He shouts in anger, and shoves the pedal of his 
bicvele with the same anger making it suddenly gain 
speed carry him away 


Katsuko silently watches him gO 


i$ ROKUCHAN’S TROLLEY CAR 
A man who seems to be a painter has set up his 
easle in the middle of the road and is sitting in front 
Of it sketching 
Rokuchan 
“Do-DES’ Ka-DEN, Do-DES’ Ka-DEN.” 
Rokuchan is driving his imaginary trolley car as 
usua! . . 
Rokuchan 
“Paaa, Paaa' 
Rokuchan sees the painter in his path and his face 
face turns bright red with anger 
He quickly begins the process necessary to stop the 
trolley car with his left hand he turns the controller 
to the off position, and switches over to the electri: 
brake, with his right hand he operates the brake 
handle His body is shoved forward and he makes 
the sound of screeching brakes with his voice. He 
is able to stop the trolley car just in time 
The Painter sees Rokuchan's angry face and shows 
“wreat surprise. He jumps to the side of the road ina 
tlurry and stares with unbelieving eyes at Rokuchan’s 


luce 


Rokuchan 


“Don't you know that’s dangerous 7!" 
Rokuchan jumps down from his trolley car breath 


Rokuchan 

“You'll get run over by a trolley car, and then you’! 
be ina real fix! Only farmers walk on the road 
outside the crossing lines. And you were sitting in 
the middle of a public thoroughfare. Don't you know 
that’s against the law 7!” 


Atter spitting the above out, he lift his right elbow 
to release the brake, moves the controller to second, 
stops the brake handle, and raises the speed indicator 
with his right hand. Then he begins moving once 


ore 


Rokuchan 
“Do-DES'’ Ka-DEN.” 











M4 N6 PAOK 14 ROKUCHAN’S HOUSE 
‘ 4 BL c Rokuchan’s mother Okuni is busy frying vegetables. 
. - f lhe oil bubbles and boils. Okuni is wearing a white 
: r, f ; : apron and has a smal] towel] around het neck. She 
" ooks very clean and neat as she OCS through the 
. t : motions of cooking and handling the food. But at 
e, . the same time one gets the feeling that her appearance 
t due to a great effort to keep down her despair 


and re Sigymation 





BACK OF HEIS HOUSE (EVENING 


Phe « veningg sun shines coldly on Hes shack and 


the dead tree in front of it 
She IS carrvingg a sma] 


45 ZPAADEOR (DF 


\ woman appears quie tly 


c 
— package under her arm. She is sma!] and thin, with 
white skin and tigght red lips She seems to be some 
where between forty and fiity, but has a much 


appearance, W ith an almost « oquettish 


younger overa!] 


“ai, 


45 





46 





She 'ooks inside Hei's house worriedly and seems 
to sigh in rehef when she tind that no one 1s home 
She walks around ‘ooking at the house and it's su 
rroundinys When she comes near the tree she 
reaches out her hand and carresses its trunk. Then 


she crous hes dow! at the root af the tree and closes 


ner eyes 


he VW nad ratt'es the tin on the rool, and makes 
the rags, that are hung on a piece of rope strung 


bet ween two roles, dance. 


[te comes hie me He looks Straight ahead as usual, 
not seeing anything around him. He shoves his kes 
in the lock of the door and opens it. 

The woman, who had been lost in thought with 
her eyes closed, suddenly opens her eves and stands 
ip at the click of the lon k, as though she had ‘ost 
her breath 

Her pretty w hite face bec Omes hard, and her breath 
vhich had stopped for an instant becomes fast and 
Neavy ‘She Wrasps the pri kage under her arm more 


toeht!y with one hand 


16 PAA OROS 








i INSIDE HEITS HOUSE 
L hye qrcil Opens “ay ; ti 
nerad howe sf) I 


Woman 


| 


it Ss mv 


} 

d bows while looking 
iit 

lat Bl } 4 -s t ‘*s 

t the We 
The We —— 
Hei continues to take off 
ord. He folds it up and 
ts his tired-looking brow 
i) top ol] | 


re dishes 1 bale 1 
| ’ j 

sh that sit Oo sri rie 

Oia4rre ind the two buckets 
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17 THE COMMON FAUCET (EVENING) 


Yoshie and Otatsu come on carrying shopping bags. 


Otatsu 

“Prices just get higher al! the time. Can you believe 
t, Yoshie? Just how must do you think they charged 
ine for one piece of salted salmon ?” 
Yoshie 

“You're right It's really awful. Why, Otatau, | 
ask the price of a piece of pork, and it was no thicker 
than that, just one little tiny thin piece, and I almost 
passed out when | heard the price.’ 

They both ZO inte their own houses 

Che Housewives and the common faucet watch 
them wo in with disgust 
Housewife A 

“They're two of a kind, but stil] they're all a dis 
yrace to the institution of marriage ' 
Housewife B 

“They just sort of exchanged husbands. Well, if it 
was just a Jittle playing around, that's not so unusual. 
| don't like people who are too good. But doing a 
‘ omplete exchange and not being the least bit ashamed. 
that's worng a little bit too far 
Housewife C 

“Why, Yoshie and QOtatsu’ run around with each 
other just like before, jyust as coo! as you please 
And their husbands too.” 
Housewife A 


Msauda and Hatsuan come home 
Masuda 

“Looks like the good weather is just wooing to keep 
up. If it will only last for another half a month...” 
Hatsuan 

“Yeah, it'd be great if it would Well, see you, 
Buddy !” 
Masuda 

“See you tomorrow, Hatsuan ! 

They part in the most natural manner, and Masuda 
enters Hatsuan’s house and Hatusan enters Masuda‘s 


The Housewives watch them in dead si'ence 
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iS ROKUCHAN’S TROLLEY CAR 
Rain 
Rokuchan is driving his trol'ey car as usual, but 
with several old broken and torn umbrellas strapped 
to his back 
Rokuchan 
Do-DES’ Ka-DEN, Do-DES’ Ka-DEN.” 


49 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
The rain continues to fall in a drizzle without a 


break 


50 A HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY 


Beyond the Iron gate and fence can be seen the 


outside of a terro-conrete house. 
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51 UNDER A BRIDGE 
r5SISL Oo Hs rT LE The Father and Son have crawled under the bridge 
ba Pe's ts 's | gers and are Sitting as close towether iis possible to protect 
themselves from the rain 
lather 
. We! Now we are tinally going to see the comple 
tron of our house ~ 


Sons Voice 


“Uh-huh. That's right) Just as you say.” 


52 UNDER THE BRIDGE 
Father 
“First lhe walls should be green. You see, except 
‘or the doors and windows, the outside color will 
<et the who'e atmosphere of the house. What color 
do you think would be best ?” 
Son 
(turning his head to one side) “I.... Well let’s see 
| think white would be nice.” 
Father 
“White.” 


53 A HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY 
A partly completed house. 
Except for the doors and windows, it is completely 


nainted white 
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Fathers Voice 


“I tried white as you suggested, but | think it looks 


trifle too common.” 


White changes to cream, then to red, and 


t changes to a nice settled gold. 


UNDER THE BRIDGE 
Father 
“Oh. this is wonderful!" 


Phe Father taps the tobacco out of 


i) high spirits 
Son 
“Yeah, it's mice, ism t it?" 





his 


old 


finally 


pipe, 


» HO=>KRR "\ THE WEST THREE HOUSES 


> , ; , i Hornet Kich; is soused and is | ish ng ‘ lay ines 
, <word around outside 
Richi 
poe 7 “Hey! lll cut vou down " 
—o Hornet Kechi vel!ls and chases h’s wife and chi'dr 
= :e na hey seem to be used to this kind of treat 
nt, so they just act surprised and run and hid 
; Wome the Tie whbors who are standinyg wat h ray 
> ; ‘ t Broup 
Neighbor 
: : , 5 “What the hell's the matter wth him 
, Kichis Wife 
° ; ° — ‘How wou'd | know 7' Somet mes when he prc’ 
i 'runk, he starts act ng like ths. 
P is Hornet Keech: remains his fr 
; F , Richi 
‘ , , Oe hes “Damn vou all! Watch out! 
: He continues shout na and Screanney in the above 
inner, and « hops away at doors, win lows. and post 
; , ‘ th h s sword 
* e.-e Nir Danba Wil ks slow], out rom amonae the 
; ‘ uh ors who are keening the ! distance He ho'ds 
icky Zh r hes umbrel'a :teadily in place as he siowly appro hes 
llornet I\ ‘ 
Phi Ne whl rs close thet eves atraid that Nfs 
inten wll he cut down 
Pet Hernet Koch: just ‘ets out a [ttle vell and t! 
ecomes Put,§ quiet atter Nh Panba says somet! 
ng or cther to hm. WKich: suddenly drops his sword 
ena CCCs 01.4 C§ rto his house 
a ee oe » Fis? > er, 
Phen Nr fanba returns to the group of Neighbors 
th a went’e smite on his fac 
t } Mr. Tanba 
» “It's alright now 
; He speaks and walks away 
ie <4 The Neighbors all watch him enter his own house 
th expressions of surprise and disbelie! 
06 Bch ae 56 SOSAN 
i i . f F g Sosan 
‘What the hel] did Mr lanba say to vou anyways 
S 4 h . 
7 ot 57 KICHI 
Nichi scratches his head in embarrassment 
: Kichi 
; ‘ “It was nothing in particular 
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58 THE WEST THREE HOUSES 

Ki h; has lowered his sword and is glaring at Mr 
Panba Kichy shouts like he 's wong to bite some 
hody's head off 
Kichi 

“What'd vou sav, vou old bastard 7!" 

Mr lPanba just smiles and pomnts at the chopped 
post with one hand 
Mr. Tanba 

“Shall I he Ip you I just thought | should take over 
tor aw hile. as it seems like an awtully lot of work 
for one man.— 


Kichi is so surprised that he seems suddenly to 
oose all his strength 


59 KICHI 
Kichi 
“He just took the stuffing out of me. He comes up 
and asks if he can help by taking over for a spel] 
Well, it wasn’t as if 1 was doing construction work 
or something like that. I couldn't just say, please, 
and thank you Well, for some reason I felt embar 


rassed al] of a sudden, so I just went into the house 


and went to sleep.” 


60 ON TOP OF THE EMBANKMENT 
The Father is crouched down and Son 1s standing 
up beside him 
Across the way can be seen a row of factories with 
a flock of chimneys. In this evening light, this 


scene seems ‘ike a terrifving mirage that dominates 


eve rything 
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Father 

“It's just a small change in the blueprints. It’s not 
such an important change.” 
Son 


“But here we've got it all made so nice.” 
Father 

“This veranda here seems to be so narrow that it's 
no more than a decoration I'm sure you'l! want a 
veranda where you can run around and play and 
ook down into the garden.’ 
Son 

“Uh-huh. That's true, but.” 
Father 


“Let's just make up our mind and change it.” 


61 THE HILLTOP WITH BLUE SKY 
The golden building is standing behind the gate 
and fence all finished. 
The veranda over the garden suddenly lengthens 


itself 


62 ON TOP OF THE EMBANKMENT 
Father 
“Hey, look This way the whole house takes on a 
better shape. Don't you think so 7” 
Son 
“Yeah, you're right!” 


63 RYOS HOUSE 
Ryo is constructing brushes as before 
laro, Jiro, Hanako, Shiro, and the littlest Umeko 
are all lined up helping their father 
Only Misao is sitting at a table by herself doing 


nothing 


Dinner is ready and Misao’s portions are al] bigget 
and better than those of Ryo and the five children 

They finish their work, pick up their chopsticks, 
and beg n eating 

Everyone makes it a point to ignore Misao’s better 
food. But finally Umeko who is only five years old 


ccks and compares her portion with her mother’s. 


99 


; - ; = Misao vells at her 
P24 » —- 57) Mei le ew? Misao 
; bs ee bs “What do vou mean looking at me like that 7’. Your 
Pe mother has to take special care of her body, because 
she's got another little one in her tummy It | don't 
eat enough ior two, I won't have enough strength ™ 
. o> 4- - . ‘| i Ab Kyo sneaks a look at Misao and then turns and 
- looks at the five children refle tively 
7 e ; “ He puts down his bow] and chopsticks and looks 
Ea sal closely at each of the children with an expression of 
wonder on his face 
=O th liro notices his father looking at him and the others 
. ’ , 7 7 Jiro 
(meees,? one " eae : “What's the matter, Father? Why is it you look 
: at us like that every once in aw hile.” 
‘ c c Ryo shakes his he ad and smiles hbenevolently 
i) ? , Ge PE Ee, L . Ryo 
cece : me : “Its nothing! I'm always just thinking how fast 
mone ' 7 vou all grow.” 
; ‘ %% tZ Misao glares at Ryo with an expression of defiance 
Lwe2A. on her face 
But Ryo avoids Misao’s glance and picks up his 
bew' and chopst cks once more 
64 TAISZAOR (® 64 MR. TANBA’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
bo 2 1¥-% Seud war Mr. Tanba and a friend of about the same age ar: 
sitting talking together 
Old Man 
“I'm just comp'etely fed up with everything. I don't 
want to go on just existing dav after day very 
Ci fi kavies : - . morning when | get up and start to fix breakfast. ] 
\ , 5 think, ‘Here I am just doing the same old things 
> = 9 5 Fe a over and over... 
~= 9 = _ ‘ ' y § c No matter what l eat, it doesn't taste wood And 
3 f "7? ; : roe ST there’s nothing I can think of that I'd like to eat. 
irae , yy Like Bi. \nd there’s nothing to compare w.th the horrible 
i? P 1 | ‘oe F ; fleeling | vet when | ZO to the hath and Jook at my 
re - , | x ugly, dirty, shriveled old body The Ons thing it it 
: ' , that I want to do is to die, a mice clean death and 





eave this old world behind.” 
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~~ 











Nir lanhba si'ent’,s wets up, woes to the teacabinet 
opens a drawer, and takes out a paper of powdered 
medi ire’ 

Mr. Tanba 

“This is a very strong po'son that is mixed with 
vo'd dust It isn't sold on the general market (one 
hour after taking this, you wi!! die a quiet painless 
‘ecth, so it you really want to die. vou mav have it.’ 


Nir Panta til's a cup with water and hands it to 
the Old Man with the medicine. The Old Man takes 
them 
Old Man 

“Thank you so much for your kindness.’ 

Phe O'd Man drinks the medicine down ina single 
decisive gulp 
Old Man 

Well then 

He bows and wets up to ‘eave, but by the t'me he 
vets to the ertrance, he changes his mind, sits down. 
and begins to te'!l his life story 


Old Man 

‘In spite of the way I ‘ook now, I was once a fine 
tabric and clothing merchant. | had a wife and two 
sons, employed tive clerks and a maid, and kept two 
Inistresses it was a fine life But ever since my 
two boys were taken away in the army and I got 
the message that thes had been k Ned on the cont 
nent, | couldn't put my mind to my work, and my 
wite got sick and died w thin six months. Mv home 
and business were completely destroyed in an air raid 


and I was ‘elt with nothing. Even my two mistresses 


eft me. And now I'm reduced to selling toys in a 
portab’e stall. And even now, every night I dream 
that I'm ta king tomy wife and sons. They all laugh 


and tak, just Ike they were really alive.” 
Mr. Tanba 

“Then you must have a very happy time am youl 
dreams every night.” 
Old Man 

“Yes, now that you mert on ‘t. that's true.” 
Mr. Tanhba 

“And it's because you are alive In other words, 
while you are still alive, those people are still alive 
too. Do you really think ‘t's alright for you to kill 
yourself, and thus kill those other people as well 7" 

Phe i'd Nan nods his head in agreement, then 
thinks quiet'y for a tme Then he questions Mr 
lanba in a worried Vorce 
Old Man 

“You said that that med cin wou'd = take etfect in 
exact'y an hour, but is there anv wavy to stop it 7° 


Mr Tanba 


9/ 
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ve = “It's been no mors than ten minutes since you drank 
he t W th medicine s. there isalwavs another medicine 
’ dj ; thet has the Oppos te etfect For instance, there are 
medicines to Stop diarrhea and there are those to 
- . ; , clean out your svstem Also there are medicines to 
ad . ; neutralize your stomach acid and those to st:mulate 
PaBy t FimGieccc” 
, . The Old Man gets excited and breaks in on Mr 
lPanba's instruct ve talk 
SS ths Old Man 
b 4 , ,- ; , “But is there a medicine like that for the poison | 
f, +d 44+ 7 just took °” 
He questions Mr. Tanba in a sharp voice 
OTS Mr. Tanba 
. “Of course, there is an opposite medicine called an 
. ” : ant dete. I can’t remember for sure whether or not 
; | have any for that part cular po'son though.” 
In the next instant, the O'd Man jumps on Mr 
: ees ak geal J ) Tanba and screams in a high screechy voice 
iii Old Man 
f 1 “Give me that ant dete right now! 
ae , , " Mr. Tanba opens the drawers of his tea cabinet 
- one after ancther pretending to have a hard t'me 
- e finding the ant dote. He wants to give the O'd Man 
plenty of tme to ta:te well the fear of death 
The O'd Man shorts in a half crazed manner 
Old Man 
“Come on! Get a move on! Hurry up and give 
me that ant dote !” 
Mr. Tanha turns toward the O'd Man and speaks 
quietly 
Mr. Tanba 
“There's me thong to get so excited about lhe 
medicine 1 gave you ‘s just a stomach powder.” 
The Old Man plops down on the floor with his 
mouth and eves wide open and stares at Mr lanba 
L ‘ 
} | "s , 
2 % iz ‘ GK S TS 
ag cs aes 65 KYOTA’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
j {Z 


Kyota is stand st }] 'ooking down. Katsuko is }y 
ing asieep at his feet. He is staring at her thighs 
that have been bared as a result of her kicking in 
her s'eep 

Usually Katsuko’s undernourished body shows no 
sKMs Of curves or supp/eness 

But as Kycta looks down at her bared flesh just 
now, perhaps it is just a trick of the lights. but she 
OUOKS SUPPFsing.y entcing 
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Kecta is overcome with desire, and his eyes shine 
w.th passion. His knees quiver as he leans over her 

Katsuko opens her eyes 

She ‘ooks more jike she had just been pretending 
to sleep than that she has just opened her eyes 

She just Les there staring straight up at her uncle 


Kvyvota hes tates for an instant, but he speaks in an 
ottitede that seems as though he is trying to put 
down hs hes tit on and w th a voice that is tremb!] 
ng all at the same time 
Kyota 

“lts me th ne to petexeite d about Its only natural 
All vou have to do js just lie stil” 

K:tsuko ‘s silent as usual and just continues star 
ne at her une Her eyes show not the least sign 
of surprise or emction, hut are just cold and clear 
hke gf ass 
Kyota 

“Shut your cyes, Katsuko All you have to do 's 
shut your eyes. It's nething unusual at all.” 

But Katsuko hes there comp!etels still and doesnt 
e'ose her eves, but cont nues to stare at her uncle 

Nyota shuts his own eves and craw!s on top ot 
Katsuko 

Katsuko still hes there wth her eyes open and 
without saying a thing. NWyota opens his eves once 
ere and speaks to her ina sharp commanding voice 
Kvyota 

“I to'd vou to shut vour eves! Shut them now ., 

But Katsuko cont'nues to stare at her unc'e The 
only movemer.t she makes it to part her lips slight!y 
and show her tee th Her mouth takes on a position 
that cou adhe nterpre ted as a smile, or a sneer 

Kvota sees ths and confusedly closes his own eyes 


66 IN FRONT OF FATHER AND SON LEAN -TO 

Smoke tlows :nto the shack litt'e by ljittle 

The Son has put the milk warming pan on the top 
of the c'av charcoal stove and is building a fire in 
the bettem with pieces of wood he has collected 

lhe Father comes out of the shack coughing trom 
the «moke that had come in 
Father 

“Why are vou building a tire ¢ We dont need any 
het water, do we a 


Son 

its not for hot water I've got some Taw fish 
I'm poring. te boil it.” 
Father 

Oh, eaQme Taw fish iz ts see it ; 


Eather comes out of the shack and the Son shows 
him the raw fish that he has put in the pan. 
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Father 

“This ‘s pickled mackere!, isn't it ? (He sniffs at it 
It's mackere] that is pick'ed with vinegar and sa't 
It's not raw fish.” 
Son 

‘But the man at the sushi shop said | should cook 
t before | eat ‘t.” 
Father 

“He must have thought if was something else You 
don't cook pickled mackere! before you eat it.” 
Son 

But 

The Father shakes his head with a kind expression 
on his face 

Che Son vives a ha!f-embarrassed laugh, makes 
preparations to eat bw arranging the three sections 
of the pan between him and his father, and they 
pick up pieces of the pick'ed mackerel with their 
choy sticks, put them in their own bowls and begin 
to eat 
Father 

“Now we have a prob'em with the kitchen.” 

Phe Son stops eating his pick'ed mackere! and 'ooks 
at his father 
Father 

“If we make :t modern, it will be very convenient 
But there's nothing like an o!'d fashioned kitchen for 


making good things to eat Well, which do you 
prefer? 
Son 

‘Himmm..... 

{ begins ¢ it mur his pickled mackere again 


67 THE COMMON FAUCET (DAYTIME 
The Housewives are doing their washing 


Housewife A punches Housewife B's side with het 


elbow and s ynals w th her eyes 

Housewife B looks around 

Phe Woman that came to Hei's house is CONTIN 
back with her hands full of groceries such as white 
radish and bean curd She greets the housewives at 


the faucet politely and goes into Hei’s house 


Housewife A 
“That woman has just come and forced herself on 


him. And at that age too How shocking 
Housewife B 


‘*And somehow she looks so plain and poorly.” 
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The Good Looking One stares at the woman angrily 
(;o0d Looking One 

‘Don't 'et her looks tool you Here awhile back | 
knew one with a face and a body just like hers 
Women like her are born with deeper sexual desires 
than the average person No matter how old they 
yet, their bodies stay young and sensual. Just watch! 
Before long Hei will get all his energy taken away 


t) 


by her and he'll end up like a dried tish 


68 INSIDE HEITS HOUSE 

Hei is working at a Joom that he obviously made 
himself, with a lighted candle by his side He is 
weaving mattresses with the strips of rag cloth that 
he prepared earhiet His glassy eyes don't even seem 
to see the rages and loom he is working with His 
cuvernous eyes are empty and unseeing as usual] 

he Woman has prepared a meal of rice, radish 
soup, and pickles 

She arranges the meal on the orange box table 

She speaks tull of fear and shyness 
Woman 

‘Dinner is ready Won't vou piease eat 

iat rust keeps moving his loom w thout a word 

he Woman's shoulde rs droop de je ted], She <it< 


cOoOwn On t he tloor and hangs her head 
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Het stops Weaving, stands UD V¥eLy slowly, sits 
down in front of the orange box table. and begins 
eating 
The woman takes on a happy attitude, rearranges 
‘collar and is about to say something when = she 
ooks at Hei and Zuasps 
Hlet's eyes don't looks at the food or the utensils 

Ss USIN as he eats 
He seems totally unaware that he is handling cho 
rsticks and eating 

He ts just MONE through a set of mechanical mo 


nents Ile, of course, doesn't look at the Wooormaain 


he woman looks horrified She sift on thie Hoor 


ce more and hangs her head 


» AT SAKE SHOP (EVENING 

Kyota is drunk and is complaining to the Old Man 
who runs the shop 

“Women are an awful lot alike whether they are 
Gfteen or thirty. When they get to be about thirty 
four or five. you leok at them every cnce ina while 


they have an expression on their face that looks 


like the Innocent smile of a sixteen) or seventeen 
r old gorl And at the same time, somet mes 2 

! ’ ’ 
fo sixteen or seventee! Wi | stiire mnmain with 


7) ~=RYO'S HOUSE NIGHT 

Ryo and the five children are busy with their br 
ushes as usual. but Misao is nowhere in sight 

Ryo is constructing the brushes and Taro is_ polis 
hing their handles. All of the children are doing the 
ir part to help their father except Jiro who is sobbing 
quietly 
Hanako 

“What's wrong. Jiro’ You'll worry Umeko if you 


dont stop cryings.— 
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liro looks at his father liro's face is wet with 


tears and covered with mud 


Jiro 

Daddy ie 
Ryo 

“What is it, Jiro ?” 
Jiro 


1] 


“Daddy, 1s it really true that all of us aren't your 
kids .” 

All the children except live year old Umeko look 
it their father’s face 

All the children have been having the same doubts 
for a long time, and now that Jiro has actually 
mentioned the subject, they are all determined to 
find out the facts. They look at their father with 
expectant faces 

Ryo stops working and stares at each of the child 
ren's faces in turn 


Then he smiles his usual peaceful smile and speaks 
after he begins working again 


Ryo 

‘Think about it for yorselves...Decide for yourse 
lves whether or not you are your daddy's children.” 

Phe children all stare at Ryo's face in silence 
Ryo 

“It's because I know that you are all my own child 
ren that ] take care of you so well, and love you so 
much...But if you all don't like your daddy, and 
don't belheve that Iam your real daddy then I'm 
not. Isn't that right, Jiro 7” 

Jiro hiccups once and wipes his tears away with 
the back of his hand 
Jiro 

“But everybody's been saying things like that for a 
long time They say that you aren't really our 
father, and that we each have different fathers...Not 
just me, but all of us... Taro, Hanako, and Shiro too.” 

Ryo laughs nervously 
Ryo 

“People say lots of things. They just make up things 
and talk anyway theylike...Don't they, Jiro 7” 


63 


71 *# & 7) /|\ 








Kyo laughs deep down in his throat 


Ryo 


But nobody knows who 1s real 


| who ts really who's child \s lon 


lin your tather and | beleve vou're 


lt we really beleve with all our 


true. Sout anybody 


suVs that sort 


:\ who's 


parent 


1 ! 
was Vou Deleve 


Wy kids 


hearts, the ! 


of thing 


gyain, yor just stand up and ask them back, 


Out you ° lt there > anybody th 


traight answer, I'd be surprised.’ 
Phe children all tighten their | 
Ryos tace 
Ryo 
In other words. the problem is 


ve Vout daddy ei those people 


le... Well, which will it be 


| beheve Daddy 

liro speaks and ratses his hand | 
laro, Shiro and Hanako 
Taro. Shiro, and Hanako 

We beheve Daddy " 


il 


Can give 


whether \ 


You h 


They raise their hand as they shout 


[ tT} eko doesn't “ee rn to have understood Oo 


fe « 


tor vou 


. , 
» eeu 


O28: 


vt 


? 
i) 


\ hat Was poing Oo! Shi looks mrout d caretulls at a 
their faces and ther 
lt meko 

b ve lhe ‘ | lhe Sistet 

lL meko points at Hanako and everybody aU gel 
brightly 

FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 

Father and "on are ly ee dow 

Rotn are white as sheet, and their faces and bodies 
re twisted '! ' , ny a swent has Pap pec out 8) 
thetr fore hy cs 
Father 

n hearse vorce his isn't the fault of the 

pickled ckere! ec 

Phe Son deesn't thing 

he athe bepeis . king Ot as though he S 








de fending himse lf, but as an ¢ x planation of medical 


symptoms 











5 ‘ ' Father 
i , ‘If at was the pickled mackerel, we should first ha 
of - - > - , 
- ve hives. or we should be vomiting...But since there 
> L Ps . 
- are no such symptoms in either of us, this isn't 
food poisoning, but just the result of a chill...] think 
pu it's probably diarrhoea...” 
Son 
, ir ee . Yes, that’s probably right.” 
" c 
Father 
I just 
He presses his own abdomen, and goes out of the 
shack stooped over like a shrimp 
72 KYOTA’S HOUSE DAYTIME 
Kvyota is drinking as usual 
Katsuko is silently working away at her flowers 
72 RKOR (2B always | 
> iy: + And Kyota s wife OiNtane 1s lying in bed with med 
~~ = wine bottles and a water yar near her pillow She 
_ coe seems most comfortable and happy and is chattering 
E r re 7° 2 r ‘2 = ic i, " ‘ A. f,- 
‘ 4 at - (oT) 
L ~ | + > , 
; He ; Otane 
x TC : My operation went well and after four months in 
: is s, fe ops the hospital flat on my back the doctor says I 
a , ery ‘+ oe? aah re should still stay in bed for a while longer. Why in 
ae - >= s+ o> ¢ > aE. i+ i? all my lite | have never before been so happy and 
> vt > ss . ; . 
' comfortable...But Ive been just a little worried abo 
- - - p ; 7 i. 4 7. L + > t / . 
e 7 ut one thing since I came home from the hospital... 
, > > y > 2 a a , 3 £ a s 
: : ° Natsuko 1s thinner than ever and has a Strange hagge 
AT: f ; : 2 ee pede 4 ard look about her 
; a > , - mi > “That's only natural. She's been doing al! the work 
> - a P« < N r s j - 
tor both you and her all the time you were gone 
: F is = Pi } 4 r > i , j 
Otane 
; - . tt -)- = , ,. rs? = . ; : 
ae : . “There's more to it than just that 
« Pe 


Kyota 
‘Katsuko, It's time for your aunt's dinner. The do- 
ctor said we had to stick strictly to the schedule. 


Now be sure you prepare everything just as the do- 





ctor wrote that it should he.” 
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4 MR. TANBA’S HOUSE DAYTIME 


Nir Panba is 'eaning over his workbench hard at 


Man 

“Is this the place 

Mr. Tanba looks toward the door when he 
a strange voice 
Man 

“Excuse me.” 


hears 


With these words, the door opens and a man in a 
business suit shoves another man, who is dressed in 
dirty clothes like a bum, into the entrance way. The 
second man ts handcutfed. The man in the suit c'oses 


the door in the laces of the CUrIOUS neighborhood 


wives. The tiny entrance is absolutely full with the 
two grown men init Che man in the suit greets Mr 
Tanba witha light bow 


Man 


lam a police otticer l want to ask youa tew 
questions. Have you ever seen this man before 
aul Fanba looks at the handcuffed man for a time, 
nd then turns his head on one side 
Nir. Tanba 
No, | don't think so...” 


Man 


“Ahh, it was at night, so) maybe you don't remem 


But you remember that thie! 
entered your house recently, don't you 7” 
Mr. Tanba 
No. I don’t remember anything like that happer 
ing 
Man 
Phat’s stroenge, because th's man was arrested or 
twlary charge about a week ego During our 
tg wn, hy contessed that he had also stol]' 
rething from your house as we 
\' h ‘ h he had been arrested = 
Thief 
r. that story isa tle wrong It Ss true that | Culnie 
n here and it’s true that | tried to steal that tool]box 
ut you said to me that that was a toojbox, and that 


ter his face so wel] 


iis the charge Tay 


money was over there, and you pot the wallet and 
wave if to me, didn't you, (Grandpa 


Mr. Tanba 


I don’t remember anything like that happening at 


Thief 
“But Pim the one that did it and | remember tt, so 
it has to be true! Listen, Grandpa, didn't you tel 


e that if | ever wot in trouble again | should come 
and you would wive me more 7” 




















Mr. Tanba 


()t course not \re You suf Vou didn't dre atta if 


Thief 

he stares at Mr fanba tor a time with a disgusted 
expression on his face) “I think this old guy has gone 
senile. 
Mr. Tanba 

“Do you think I could do this kind of delicate work 

l were senile s 
Man 

Phen you mean to say that this man did not entet 
your house in the midd'e of th night and commit 
robbery 7° 
Mi Tanba 

No, he did not Phere Hy never been anythit — 
ke that happen at mv house.” 


Thief 


thing 
Man 

de shoves the thie! “You hastard., you made Wie 
walk all this wav for nothing '... Well, [1 orry to 


have bothered you.” 


~ 


The Man bows to Mr. Tanba and then drags the 


, ' ‘1 
ry eT fre door nov us coal 


74 OUTSIDE 
lhe flousew woo who had eT) liste miyyay W th ears 
rressed to the door scatter as the Police Officer co 


‘1 


mes out pulinys the Phief, who has a dazed express 


on on his face. along behind 
Phe Tlousewive stare at the Thief as though he 
Were sone trinue wai Wma! 


The Thief wrinkles up his nose and sniffs as thou 
wh he is about to ery. He reaches up with his hand 


cuffed har ds and scrate hye thi ttom of h S yds 
The sun reflects off the meta! of the handcuffs and 
fills the screen with a bright flash of light 


75 MR. SHIMA’S HOUSE (NIGHT 
Mr. Shima Opens the papel door to his house with 
yreat difficulty, because it sticks, and shouts happil 
into the house 
Mr. Shima 
Hey, we've got guests ° 
There is no answer The three men he has brought 
home with him look at each other with expressions 
of wonder But Mr. Shima speaks to them waily 
Mr. Shima 
Please connie right onan and make yours Ives at 
home. There's nothing to be shy about 
The three men entet the small entrance way, take 
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off their hats, and follow Mr. Shima into the hous 
bumping into each other as they take off their <ho 
es 

Phe three MQUCSIS See that there Sa preat big wo 
man in an inner room through the door that is stand 
ing balf open 

Mr. Shima speaks once more 
Mr. Shina 

“Hey ' We've got guests 

Won't you come out and greet them 
Mrs. Shima 

“What a troublesome fire ' Damn 

Mirs. Shima is working with a briquet brazie 
She clicks her Tomprue n disgust 
Mrs. Shima 

“Ahh, it makes my bloed boi! ' You have to do bo 
thersome t. ings like this just because there are guy's 
that think they can come and blackmail you out of 


a treat whenever they please Demn ! What a stu 
pid fire.) 


Mr. Shima 

; lhe head oT the records department Sure made a 
hUNnNNY face today, didn't he 

Mr. Shima talks very !oudly in an attempt to dro 
wned out his wife s voice 
Mr. Shima 

You remember. When he went to light his taba 

co al d if exploded right nN his ice His eyes Popp 
ed right out of their sockets...Ha. ha. ha...Right at 
the end of his nose; POW...Ha. ha. ha "’ 


Phe three guests force themselves to ‘laugh for Ny 
Shima’s sake. Mrs. Shima comes out. The guests are 
visibly shocked by her unpleasant boulderlike apnea 
rance and her unhuman lack of concern 
Mr. Shima 

“Dear, This is Mr. Igawa.” 

Mr Shima starts to introduce his wite to the rue 
sts 
Mr. Shima 

Chis is Mr. Nomoto, and Mr. Matsui... And Gent 
emen, this is my wife !” 

“The three guests sit up and make a formal bow 


as they are introduced, 


(,;uests 

“Pleased to meet vou 

But Mrs. Shima doesn't answer or pay the least 
attention to their greetings. She begins humming to 
herself as she pulls the table over to the center of 
the room Then she brinygs two big bows full of 
pickles and literally throws them on the top of the 


tal! 
babirye 











} 


The bowls waver from side to side as though th 
ire going to turn over completely Some of the co 
ntents fall out and rol] across the table. and Ml: 
Natsu jumps inp time to avoid receiving the gooe: 
mass on his lap 

Mr. Shima stops the motion of the bow!s and 1s 
about to say something in apology to Mr. Matsu 
when his face twitch begins 

The three guests do their best to subdue their an 


Lier Iiheir faces a become red and pufted up like 


balloons hes eympathi t with how Mr Shim 
ust fer and satisfy their ange ty 

direction of the kitchen where Mrs. Shima disaprea 

red out of the corner of their eyes 

Mi Shima saunter out of the kitche: with a wa 
Nn basil ind soap in one hand, and a was! 
the other. and a « wurette in one corner ol her mouth 
Mrs. Shima 

I'm wong to take a hath You'd better wat h that 
fire. 

She speaks out of one corner of her mouth, and 
<trides out the door SWinging het towe] and humm 
ne lhe wuests ook at em h other In -enewe cd astonish 
ment 

Mr. Shima speaks 
‘ir. Shima 

Wee! ~ Sie Sake lirst 

Nir. Shima vets up W th difficulty ar 
out ino the k ‘chen to prepare the Sake 

Mr. Shima whistles while he brings tn a board ana 
puts it on the floor beside the table, and then carrie 
in the brazer and places it carefully on top of the 


board 

He continues wrokit u without rest-br ne ne in the 
cups, saucers and chopsticks 
Mr. Shima 

“(sentleme n, I'd lke to ask you a questior Llave 
you Gentlemen ever stolen rice from a rice dealer tor 
tree | don’t mean borrow, | mean steal. Al] ope 
and above board Hlow about it, ses tlemen ) 

No one answers They al] listen politely so as not 
to hurt Mr. Shima’s feelings 

Mr. Shima begins whistling erry gagain as he 
bring on the rest of the tood and utens: Last ot 
il] he brings in a big aluminum pan and puts it on 


brazier, and sits dow1 


Phe three wucsts sit quietly with then + TaACcIN,g 
the floor, holding back tears of embarrassment tor 
Mr. Shima 

Mr. Shima bewins to talk again to wet rid of the 
Nevavys atmosphere and create a party spirit 


Mr. Shima 


+ 








“You wet the inside of an iron ot and go toa 
rice dealer that doesn't know vou You ask him to 
measure two kilograms of rice for you and when he 


has put the rice in the pot, you ask if you can bor 


Ow if SINC the dealer doesn't know you, you will 
usually be refused Phen you pour the rice out of 
your pot. Since the inside of the pot is wet, grains 
of rice will stick to the walls of th pot | you go 


to about three dea!lers, you can collect enough ror 
one meal How about that. Gent'emen 7° 
Nr Sh ma look at the wUuUeSIS whose heads are stil] 


bowed, and looks around in confusion 


Mr. Shima 

i dh. the Saké is ready.” 

He starts to get up, but... 

Mr. Matsui gets up quickly as he speaks 

Mr. Shima passes cups out to the three men He 
takes the Saké pitcher from Mr. Matsui when h 
comes back from the kitchen with it, and offers to 
pour it tor his wucsts 


Mr. Shima 

“Well, let's see: Mr lvawa, you re the oldest, sO 
you re first Come on !” 

Nomoto sits up straight and asks a question in a 
blurr. voice 
Mr. Nomoto 

“Mr. Shima...Don't you think that we made a mist 
ake in coming here 7” 


Mr. Shima 

i ee 

Mr. Shima's face goes into its quivering fit again, 
so that his answer is delayed until he comes back to 
norma] 
Mr. Shima 

“Why ¢ Did I say something that offended you 


Mr. Nomoto 

“You're a nice guy...a really nice guy | witness 
for that But what on earth is that woman You int 
roduced her to us as your wife, so we believed you 
and yreeted her with heads bowed low. And what 
did she do ss 
Mr. Shima 

“I'm awful sorry about that.” 

Mr. Shima bowed with his head to the tloor in 
apology, and then shows his teeth and laughs wavyly. 
Mr. Shima 

“...Please accept my apology. I'm quite uncivilized 
and selfish...” 

Mr. Nomoto speaks to stop him 
Mr. Nomoto 

We don't need your apologies. We are not criticis 





gy you You are a nice guy. That's why I feel rig 
hte Ous humar indignation ror vou \\ hat dot S that 
woman think she is ? How can a person cal! someth 
bor so inke that his wife : 
Nir Niatsui tries to break [ue but Nir Nomoto sig 
nals him to be quiet. Mr. Nomoto is so impressed 
with his ow: words, that he continues with tears iu 


nis eves 


Mr. Nomoto 
“I don't care about mvyselt We don't mind be ear’ 


ted. Kut what does she think she's doing, act 
ne like that toward a fine person like you Het 
hunsband come home from work and shi loesn t 
even welcome him. and not only did she neglect to 
greet hos guests, but she didn’t even give them tea 
And thet he goes off to the bath and tel! ou to 
wit } he rire its me ioke | W hi ! the world s 
there such a terribl If it were ¢, | would 


KICK Ner out this very minut 
Mr. Shima 

Phat’s why. Mr. Nomoto. I'm apolog zing 
Mr. Nomoto 

| said kefore that I'm not criticising vou, didn't | 


You are a nice guy Phere no renmss tor you to 
\ir. Nomoto continues to speak with tears welling 
ipin | throat 
Mr. Nomoto 
You sho bdnt waste you time apo low ny to us 
You h | Id pret that voman out of vou house 
speak man to man... That kind of a woman 
Suddenly Mr. Shima becomes greatly disturbed and 
es at Mr. Nomoto hefore he can finish what hi 
is 1 nw Lie COMCS m ij”ast tha ard to 
elieve that he ts crippled Hle shove | omoto 
own and. sits on top of him 
NMIr. Nomoto is not fat. but he ts ta has a strong 
bone structure, so that when littl Mr. shima.s wets 
istric hit t orive i! inn rai nstiib.e ry ira 
Mr. Shima 
Vhat are you talki bout’ What t ! lo yo 
ink (>| ire “il I 


lo you mean ‘kick her out’ 
Mr. Matsui 
Phere, there. Mr. Shima!’ 


Ir. Alatsu: speaks uneasi] 


16 ZZAORO 





Mr. Matsui 

“Come now Let's not do anything violent 
Mr. Nomoto 

“Just don't bothe: yourse]tf 

Mr. Nomoto speaks from his pinned-down position 
on the f'oor 
Mr. Nomoto 

I think we should listen to what Mr. Shima ha 

to say about it.” 
Mr. Shima 

“Thats’ my wife!” 

Mr. Shima speaks through clenched teeth 
Mr. Shima 

“..fo you gentlemen, she may not seem to he wo 
rth two cents, but she’s gone through a lot for ms 
She suffered along with me when we had no food 
and had to live on nothing but water.” 

Mr. Matsui and Mr. Igawa are very quiet and Mr 
Nomoto turns his face away 
Mr. Shima 

“You guys wouldn't know what it’s like. but she 
stuck with me even when we were so poor that we 
had to steal rice with a wet pot. So what right do 
you think you have to tell me to throw her out 
Huh?! Just what right do you have 

Mr. Shima shoves Mr. Nomoto's shoulder once for 
each word. When he came flying et Mr Nomoto, 
it looked lke he was pong to beat or strangle him, 
but all he does is just shove his shoulder against the 
floor with his own skinny arms, like a baker knead 
ing bread dough. Mr. Nomoto doesn't trv to resist 
at all and finally speaks evenly 

“I understand. Let's stop thir. | spoke out of turn 
apologize * 

Mir Shima wets off of Mr Nomoto, and returns 
to his place at the table coughing painfully 

And at the same time his face has an attack 

Mr. Nomoto gets up and adjusts his clothes 

Mr. Matsui and Mr. Igawa begin putting bear 
rd into the aluminum pan 

Then Mr. Nomoto picks up a Saké cup and speak 
to Mr. Shima 
Mr. Nomoto 

“Then, let's begin with a toast 


INSIDE HEIS HOUSE 

Hei is sleeping on an old mattress with his overco 
at thrown over him as a blanket, on the edge ot the 
step leading into the room from the entrance way 
He is lacing the door 


} 
rit 


} 
si 


The Woman is sleeping wrapped up in a thin qi 
n another part of the room 
Phe night wind whistles in through the cracks. As 


the sound ot the 

bs can be heard 
Finally the Wo 

sounds as though 


throat 














4 tT | 


seta dies down, the Woman 


man be vins to talk in a voice that 
she has something stuck in her 


Woman 
“Isn't there any way that at oO ce you to Torge 
eme.../" 
She clears her throat 
a lhe how ling Oo! thi whit wind bcomes suddenly, 
suder 
After a long pause the Woman speaks agai 
| Woman 
“No. I don't mind no matter how much vou criticize 
; . ‘ r me After seeing me that way...But at that time | 
= really and truly...didn't understand myself very well 
iii . Something animallike deep inside of me just went 
wild, and there was nothing | could do to tame it 
It was definitely not because | liked him better than 
{ rT a J you or anything like that...Please believe that at least 
, p=4 a 
rLT yeu oF Hei doesn't move 
i Phe Woman's voice takes on a tone of inquiry 
Woman 
“It must have been « xtremely difficult tor you too, 
but I too...1 was in pain the whole tim: My mother 
wouldn't forgive me for what | did to you. She 
died still feeling sorry tor you 1 have reproat hed 
and hated myself ever since my mother died.” 
The Woman clears her throat more violently than 
betore 
Hei doesn't answer 
The Woman begins talking aga 
Woman 
«1 have heard that even people who have comm 
tted such serious crimes as murder sometimes receive 
forgiveness after they have served their term...1f...1 
R there is some way or something I could do to sat: 
: , : sfy you, please just tel] me... will do absolutely any 
’ . : | thing you ask 
Hei has opened his glassy eyes, but he doesn't 
, answer. 
’ 





He is just like a rock 


not effected } youftfin any 


that is inthe nwht wind but 


Vat 
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‘7 A ROAD IN FRONT OF A MATERNITY CLINIC 
DAYTIME 


Katsuko and Otane come out of the clini 


(tane 
“Who is he 
Katsuko 
Utane 
“The other day when we went to the bath in Nak 
adori together, it was such a Jong time since |] had 
heen there that it real], put meiina daze Put wh 
en | saw you naked, I was really shecked. ! cou!d 
see right off that your belly was not just fat =O 
that’s why | brought you here today The doctor 
ays that you are two months pregnant 
Katsuko stiulfens her whole body. breathes VA th he 


shoulders. and PL ed hes her 1iSts 


Utane 
“'T he re sno use trying to hide it It's your business. 
and no matter what the circumstances were, | wil] 
think nothing of it So tell me the truth, Wh 
was he 
You can't just po on hiding it You have to do 


something about it Katsuko, tel] me who t he man 


ha 
v‘h a 














7S 


Katsuko doesnt answer. She dosn't even seem to 
have heard what her aunt said Hler eyes take on a 
yvlassy glare, and she begins walking along behind 
her aunt with an unsteady Step, staringg at a fixed 


eoint straight ahead 


THE COMMON FAUCET 
The Father comes along with his Son on his back 
The Housewives whisper to each other 
Housewife A 
“What's happened 
Housewife B 
“The Kid's been going back and forth to the toilet 
constantly.” 
Housewife C 
“He can't even walk anymore. It must be pretty 
bad.” 
Housewife D 
“I fee] sorry for the kid, but his father is so stuck 


up that | don’t even want to talk to him.” 


Mr. Tanba has been wa:ting in his own doorway 
and Sp aks to them as t he Vy go by 
Mr. Tanba 

“It looks like his diarrhea has gotten pretty bad. | 
still think it would be best to see a doctor 

The Father ‘ooks away from Mr. Tanhba 
I’: ther 

“No, he'll be alright Wont you, son 

The Son speaks up right away 
Son 


“It's alright I'll be well right away 
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Che Father hurries off 


Che Housewives come over to {Mr. Tanba wher 
he stands watching the Father and Son leave 
Housewife A 

“Here you are so kind as to worry about them and 
they won't even listen. He's a stubborn man.” 

Mr. Tanba is still watching them 
Mr. Tanba 

“Stubborn...No, he's not...He is justa very weak 
pitiful man...But the boy is even more pitiful...” 

He speaks in a whisper and shakes his head, and 


then gpocs into his house 


79 KYOTA’S HOUSE( DAYTIME 

Kyota and Otane are talking. Katsuko ts not at 
home. 

Kyota is trying to hide his astonishment behind a 
coo! expression 
Kyota 

“Of course you couldn't possibly mean to say that 
you think it was I who put Katsuko in a familys 
way?!” 

Otane speaks in a coo] business-like mannet 
Otane 


“I'm just asking you what we are going to do about 





= 








Kyota looks at Otane and settles down when he 
realizes she is not accusing him He frowns saygacio 
usly 

Kyota 

“Yes, you're right. Since she is already two months 
along, we must decide first of al] which it will be 
We can try to find out who did it later But just 
ce) the res ord, you may he Suspectingg me, but | te ll you 
didn't do it W hat a sills idea ' Why Katsuho ind 
| are more like father and daughter than uncle and 
niece...she’s even registered as my dependent. 20 
how could 1 even think of doing such a thing 

Otane 

“Which will it be’ Shall we let her have it, or sh 

all we have her get rid of it.” 
Kyota 

Wi ll. Il can't see how we can let her have if She 's 
too young and we have to think about what people 
would say. 

At this point, | think the logical] thing to do is to 
take ‘egal action rather than ethical.” 

Otane 
“Speak sol can understand you. You mean we |] 
vet rid of it, don't you 7 
Kyota 
“Well, yes. 
Otane 
“Then what should we do about t he TryaoTie 
Kyota 

“Well | don't Suppose there's anyth Tig else todo 

but borrow it from your sister.” 
Otane 

“But we've just borrowed all we possibly could from 

her for my operation and hospital lees.” 
Kyota 
“Well...you'll just have to figure out some way to 


appro h her so that she can't refuse.” 


Policeman 
“Excuse me 
A Policeman in uniform appears at the door 
Policeman 
“Doesn't Katsuko Watanaka live here 
Otane 
“Ves.” 
Policeman 
“Please come to the police station immediately 
I'll go with you.” 


Otane 
“W hat has Katsuko done 
Policeman 


“Someone has been hurt.. wounded It may turn 


out to be acase of manslaughter ior murder 


7 


’ ‘4 , Kyota 
. : “Thank you for your trouble 
- 2! Kyota bows to the Policeman. ind t he n speaks to 
. i + - (Otane 
. , ; Kvyota 
S “Tust wo t he wavy vou are You have 
; you to t he Station 1 uht way 
4 5 Policeman 
» ' \re you Katsuko’s father 
| 7 KN yota strokes his Own Tie 
; Kvota 
be >. 4 } 4 i > ‘Katsuko is my wite s niece 
KNvota speaks very fast and the changes his ¢t 
Kyota 
: ‘ ' 7-2 "You said that it Was a case Of someone berny hurt 
lust what sort of violence was dene to Katsulo 
Policeman 
Katsuko net the victu the assai'‘a 
’ -% tole il butcher knite trom a f sh shop and st | 
: boy, er, a c'erk named Okabe who works at | 
Ike Sake Shop. He ts in critical condition | 
; L 4 j (tane stares at t he Vo Cem with hoth her | 
ind her eyes wide open in surpriss 
Kvyota doesn't ecm to understand the Situati 
-~clals arly and looks back and forth from the Policeman t 
ade (Mtane in bewr'derment 
; 7 Policeman 
; aioe Please come aleng quick] 
Otane takes the towel from around her neck. hands 
it to Kvyota, and hurried teps down into the ent 
, ance way and beyins putting on her sandals 
<4 Kyota begins speaking as a third party who has 
absolutely nothing to do with the incident 
Kyota 
80 BZEFO/\\R “Katsuko is be ing hi ld by the pol ce, so there isno 
need to rush to see her. I think it would be wise: 
97. fr : to go visit t he Victim TtTirst 
Policeman 
ir} . The victim is now uneconcious and IS TECE HN 
ranstusions He is not allowed to have visitors 
First | must ask vou to come to t he tutor lt imd\ 
case you must not torget Your rositior a mare’! 
of the assailant 
he Policeman vlares at Kvota, and leaves with 
: ; (sty 3 (Otane urging her to hurr. 
? ; 
‘0 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
- he Son's eves are nd his face is wrinkled 
, pain One look is enough to tell any Hse t 
7 . that he is In an extreme weakened conditioy Ih 
- | ithe S sitting near h EELe, Dut h OuK 
or to space with a blank expression On his face 
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Father 
mum! er iis though te himose lf ™ \t 1 time ike 
this. if Is hest not to eat anvthing but there's a jim 


to how ‘ong one can do that 


Son 

Oh. 1 wish | could walk 

The Father is surprised and looks at his Son 
Son 


he cont:nues in a weak voice l just know I'll be 
J 
able to wa k again very soon . 
Father 
Don't Dont be sills 
He turns his lace away tron t he hoy im contusron 
Father 


I'm not ask ny vou to go to bar alley If you ha 


ve to eat something. I'll go myself I'm not all] that 
hungry anyway The longer we go without food, 
the better off we'll be afterwards. Why a@ person can 


vo without food tor a week to ten days...” 

Suddenly the Son begins to moan. His face is dis 
torted with pain. He presses his stomach with both 
hands and doubles up his body. He grits his teeth 
hard so as not to moan again 

The Father ts so excited and confused that al] he 
can do ww run out of the shack and back In Oove,Tr and 
over again 

he ~on continues to beat his pain 

Finally the pain seems to let up for a time and the 
~ons whole body seems to relax 


The Father seems relieved and sighs twe or three 
det » & whs 
Father 

‘About the living room...” 

He continues in a tone of panic 
Father 

‘The idea of doing if ain Scottish stvl I've dex ided 


to rec onsider 
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1 KYOTA’S HOUSE 


Night (Mane comes home 


Kvota has been out somew here drinking Elis face 
s white and his eves are bleary. He immediately be 
gins asking Otane questions 
Kyota 

“How was she 7? W hat sort of state was she in 
How was Katsuko ’ Did she really stab the boy from 
the Saké Shop?’ Did she really stab him with a but 
cher knife 7” 

(Ntane goes to the kitchen and speaks i wm wos 
hes her hands 
Otane 

“It's al] true.” 

She begins to fix dinner 

Kyota looks at her back 
Kyota 

“Ive been th nking all the time you were wone 
lt it's really true that Natsuko stabbed that boy, th 
cia 13 only one rossib'e reason Dont You aurec 
Phere could be only one reason It is that that boy ts 
the one that put her in her present condition. Don't 
sou think so?” 
Otane 

“Katsuko won't say anvthing No matter how many 
times | asked her why she did such a thing or if she 
had Some reason to hate him, she wouldn't answer! 
lhe policeman said that if she did it for some speci 
fic reason, that her crime wouldn't be considered so 
Serious So |. insisted that she tell me the reason, 
but she wouldn't answer no matter how much 1 beg 
aaa.” 
Kyota 

If it were for any other reason, she would tell, but 
he's to embarrassed to tell That's wot to bye what 
it is. 
(itane 

The police say that they want you to come to see 


the In too 7 


- 
fea 
> fu Ve 











Kvyota 
‘I've got noth ng to do with it Katsuko is your 
ec 
Otane 
But you re registered as Katsuko s father. | have to 
vo see her every dav from now on, so what shall | 
do when they ask me what happened to her father 
Kyota 
‘Tell them he s too sick to come. I will fight to 
the end against the absurdity of dragging people to the 


police who have noth ny to Gado w th t he Situation 


82 INSIDE HEI S HOUSE 
Phe Woman has her littl pack age Ol her lap 


She is sitting in the corner of the room and staring 


( etly at the floor It is evening and t he approach 
ng darkne ss SeeTns as though t is about to complet 


ely swallow up the Woman who just sits there with 
hey shoulders drooping 
| he doo! cope ns and ble enters \s usual, h S pia 


sy eyes don't see the Woman sitting there. He pa 


<ses by her as he enters the roon He takes off his 
old Overcoat, folds t and places it neatly in the cor 
her and puts his worn-out mountain-climber s hat on 
top ot I iat clhow's everyvth rigy if) exactly the Siiilie 
Oraer and alt exactI\ the Same tempo as always 


The Woman s:ghs almost inaudibly. She puts het 


wht hand ub and tour he S her hai and bye wins ta 
ny ina voice that seems caught in her throat 
Woman 


Isn't there anv Way l cal pret vou to change you! 


Woman 
Isn't the ré anything | can do to get vou totorg 


. , 
. « if 


Hle: steps down in the dirt-tloored are: nd litts 


the lid of the aluminum pan. It ts empty Phe Wo 


man has not fixed dinner for hi 


8] 


| 


FSA OROR 


82 











sual amo Or fic 1 bari and pours thei mt 
] 
e pal He doesn't « Se to notice that the 
. ! 
Vio i! nas net I cl rar h if = j { 
’ 1 
wong through the s routine that hed a;ways pet 
. ' 
cor i | iit tet qcoyina ate ‘ ' rhe Tt if it nas e*e 
’ Licatie 
! , 
Lh Wi im) st | is a > cl Tha eat cr wich ‘ 
, 
iie*l iT Ss anc ‘ Ts.cle thout OOK NY al He 


. 
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83. IN FRONT OF HEI S HOUSE 


| 
‘ , 
Lhe Woman comes out staggering-welghted do 
’ ] " 
th disappointment Phere are a few muds 
} . , , ’ e | , , | 
“ ilit ‘ ‘ 1 lt is ‘ . Ti ~s ) ~ | orl) 
7 
' css IS Qc” 42 nit to ve evervihing 





84 ZAA DROP 


7 


- 
4 








As the Woman passes by 


t he dead t1 
reaches out 


to touch its trunk. 
Yorce 


Woman 


| wonder...what kind of tree this is...” 
Perhaps she has felt 


\fter whispering the above to 


vs 1 


herself, 


84 INSIDE OF HEIS HOUSE 
Hiei is squatting down in front of his oven 
Underneath pieces and bits of 
brightly and 


smoke is rising up in the air 


Hlei's tace 


s stiff and expressionless and his 
iAc 


two empty holes see nothing 
Ing into dark space 


il chill Het body 
etl 
Woman 
Ane t dead t doesn't matter wh 
it was 


wood are burnt 


and spe iks in 


shivers 


she wi: 


Tie 


mW hite 


eves 


They are just star 
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SS KYOTA’S HOUSE 
Kvota and Otane 
Kyota is drinking as usual. and Otans is busv mak 


paper tlowers 


Otane 


It looks as thor wh ‘ vervthir ZW Is poing toturn out 
rigeht Phe boy will be out of the hospital in thr 
tre weeks and he sa that he dont know why she 
did what shi did to him but he loesn't by learnae ILats 
ko tor it lle even told the policeman who cat to 
estigate that since he ‘didn't blame Katsuko. he 


doesn't think she should) be punished for what she 


Kvota 

“He just says that hecause he knows that he's the 
one that committed the rea! crime Why who in the 
world would stand up tor someone who al: lost killed 
them and not ever hate ‘ blame thet reTrson. Tot 
what t he \ did. if the: werent thi Wwronge mn thi 


lirst place Waving th t :s just ike a confession 


(tame Irnoores K vot ‘s ramblings. 
Otane 


The po! ie tq cl Ther Tan te , vou that You have to 


come to see them about that lhe pooceman who 
imme here know: that You arent s jae ivs th 
if vou dont wo -s thes that Vou voll bye arrested 


Kyota 
“Arrested Nie What for 
Otane 
Katsuko says she has something to say to you 
front of a polieman.— 
Kvyota 
“Katsuko has something to sav to me What 7! 
Utane 
| have no idea “ 
She continues working 
Utane | 
‘When Katsuko heard that the be t praoumny | 
aie, she said that we should bring you to see her ‘ 
Cause srt has Sore thing to talk to vou about he 


PpohnceMan tulke ils tho uh he had already he ard 


INVota cy “creaming 





Kyota 
It's a pack of lies. I have no idea whatthat no 
has told the police, but it’s al] a pack 


rood We Th ii 
( tame OOKS up slow l\ if K vota 

Vitane 

What are vou shouting like that for? If what Ka 


tsuko said is really a lie, there’s no reason for you 


to wet so excited and there's also no reason you sho 


Lad 


’ 


ci ive SO afraid to vo to the potice 


But Kyota begins pacing nervously around the ro 


Kyata 

“I'm not the least bit afraid of the police or anyvo 
cis How could anybody prove a pack oO! lies , Llow 
could they possibly prove it bs 

Kyota continues shouting as he goes to the closet, 
throws open the door and pulls out a large suitcase 
into which he begins shoving his own clothes and 
all the valuable things in the house. He finally for 
ces the lid shut and flies Out of the house getting 


his shoes On the wrong teet 


Otane watches him go for a minute and then goes 
1. ! 
ack to her work as though nothing unusual had ha 


ppened 
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86 A SAKE STALL(NIGHT 


“6 BS ® 
. The Old Man who runs the stall, Masuda, and a 
Y few other customers 
Nha io YT Old Man 
, ‘Your friend isn't with you tonight. What's happe 
ed to him . 
Masuda 
/ fey & ‘17 “We worked in different places today, He'll be 
) here soon. Think I'll have some of your ‘demon kil 
: , ler fora change ° 
ma = Old Man 
“It's like poison when you're tired. And this new 
; f batch ts especially strong too.” 
Masuda 
“I didn't just learn to drink in the last couple of 
cays What do you mean ‘poison . 
ST RELFO/\\B Old Man 
lL “OR. Ive port nothing else to say 
ta? ST FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
, , 5 The Father crouches down to. think tor a short 
vhile and then reache out his hand for the three 
eve pal 
Father 
Phat’s right \ man can live without eating. You 
nt leave a sick man w ithout anv tood indefinitely.” 
e mumbles to himsel! as he stretches out his 
and unecertainly, but finally he seems to reach 
Cecision be picks up t he old three eve! 
t ds ip 
Father 
he — 
rie ca to the shas 
Father ! 
SS MAO @ ‘I'm going to bar alle, I'll be back right away 
: Z Im going to wet Sol ething good lor you to eat 


88 MASUDA’ SHOUSE (NIGHT 
Masuda ha | They scaVW] T) t he doorw; 


Otatsu 
Be quiet! Who is it 


\ woman's voice is heard shouting from inside th 
; Nouse 
Masuda Twists his nec! around to look I i¢ 
Masuda 


Just aminute now! Let's Su 

He looks around 
Masuda 

“I drank some ‘demon killer’ at that stall. and then 
| turned t he corner, and went here and there in bar 
alles , 
lhe womans voice comes Aapain scTecaming irom 


rsice the house 





86 


et 





Otatusu 

Who is it?) Who the h ire you?!” 

Masuda cooks an ear toward the source of that 
Masdua 

Hey, stupid!’ What do you mean ‘who's there’ 
Where in the world is there such a stupid woman 
remember her own husband's voice 


. ’ ? | 1 } 
‘Vas there even sucn an untaitniul woman as that 


| re paper oor s role Ss ope ind t he wht iro! - 
le fills the entrance wa Otatsu sticks her head 


out to see who is there 
Otatus 

“Oh. it's vou 2 What's happened 
Masuda 
What do vou mean ‘Oh, it’s you’?! Cut ou the 
Otatsu 

Oh. vou sure do stink ' You've been drinking'd em 
on killer’ again, haven't vou 
Masuda 

What do vou mean ‘demon killer 7' So what te 1 
rank a little tu 


Cotatsu fries tO drag \lasuda up mt the Tapert) 


\t that moment Hatsuan comes home waving his 
ty lunch box over his head He stops, opens his 
eves wide then squints them, ther shakes his head 
ett and Tt wht He looks at \lasuda ind (Otatsu is 
thouwh he had just seen some wierd animal 
Hatsuan 
“Hev. buddy. it’s vou’ It is vou, isn't it, old buddy?” 
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Otatsu 

“It's mv husband! Weren t you and him together to 
night?” 
Hatsuan 

NO, we werent toyethe: today And they “ rved 
'quor at the sight where 1 worked today. You should 
have been there It was whiskey vet” 
Otatsu 

Ixcuse me, but will vou end me il hand’? He so 
eayvy ] can't get hm in here all by mvself.” 
Hlatsuan 

i cueesuei it 

be thre ws down h s empty lunch box, comes nto 
he entrance wa and jitts \iasuda up 
Masuda 

“Who is it What are vou doing to me 
Hatsuan 

“It's me, old hudd Plere! Cet aho'd of vourse!t 


Masuda 

“(Set vour hands of! mel” 

Hatsvan 

ly vou vO. 

Hatsuan drags \lasuda up on to the floor with hs 
work shees on and collaps there bestde him 
Otatsy 

“Here me husband comes home dead drunk and you 
too Hatsuat ‘hot am 1 going to do with Icth of 
vou that w 
Hatsuan 

What about : © husband 
Otatsu 

fest ‘ook at him 


She Waves her hat C I \ilasuda s adirectie 
Llatsi an looks at Nias ida with a blank expresso! 
nd bee ns mumbo 


Hatsuan 

Its WS hudas Yeah, ts mv o'd buddy i 'y 
Bot what's he doing in the house w th his shoes ot 
Ctatsu 


You re thie q’] thet c ; “rere hin 1 here th { 
, . . , 
llatsuat And vou're uy ere with vours on tco, 
arent vo 


Hatsuat stares it hs wd Te'e*l 
Hatsuan 

“()h, this os awtu 

He crawos acros the floor to the dirt floored entr 


once wav. stands up, picks up his empty lunch box, 


mia nods to Otat 

Hatsucn 
4 . ] . ; + oy i ' } 
’ ‘ > ct AC Lf tM) Ciuite ‘ | a ' Creal ii writ 


ttatsu 
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S89 FATHER AND SON LEAN TO 


> 
7 
I | =) ik & ‘ t ? Tany ) 
. , ‘ 
~~. ™ , 
Father 
1) \\ i to Nia i) } ' ~ 
t th had a bad sto | that tha 
, { ’ ~ { i) 
Son 
\ 
| SO! ] ) t ward 
a i iw 
Son 
| 
i I I ‘ { ) fire | —_ ; Sie 
i iain. J 
_ | ; ) seat 
[ I Vl wr ~ 
Fat! — £ ~ , tr) ¥ 
Father 
Vi a) ‘ | t ~ ia) | 
He speaks USSAl O . 


Father 
VW TiN t a 1m ust a vo vant I Wi 


ke tr) LY cra) td) } 1 iT oiit \ ) 
, 
oye a {> | pul 1) i) re i) } r i\ 
, , , 
Phe Father e bright 1 he begins humm ' 
] } I 
ething Cl unusua ro! Hf uL1IdsS a Til 
’ 
, thie raze ind putsS a pa I or soup o t 
Father 
| , , 
( | clTé iV | rt ‘) stre eth I »>no 
, , 





| 
crit tiailk " ne SO 
Father 
i ) T mut | L. To ie 1] i 18) lLlow 
; ‘* ‘ ‘ j 
; T) uy rial | cic te qr ? le wrass \ 
, , Tala) tf rT Tt ‘ led ? 
i> 4 } ‘ eT ee ~ wrouidn 
’ ' 
ta 5 ' ght | t of 
‘ +} ur if | , ~*~ \' ‘ 4) 
\ ’ Wwe " ‘ tank ’ ir psa bt 
ry 
) 


~ 


a. 








But for drainage we'll have to put in more than 
just a simple drainage system since it will be a big 
poo! clear full of water al! t he time 

But we'll work something out and build it for sur 
\fter all, its you! biggest Suggestion so fat And it 1s 
iso necessary tor you! he alth. bi re Phe soups hot 

lhe Father lifts the pan off the brazier, pours the 
hot soup into a how!, and goes inside the shack 
Father 

“It's soup. Consomme! This is the best thing to eat 


iter vou havet t eatel ror a long time You 


scown and doesnt move 


he Father flies out of the shack with his eyes op 
en wide and runs otf as though he 1s being chased 


by some frightening beast He finally stops in tront 


ot Mr lanba _ house hte looks erie k “ut his Owl 


shack and then bee wins crvingg mn a loud 
ney in t he sume spot 
Phe bow] drops Irom his hand. strike S a sran k iil a 


breaks with a sharp crack 


Nir lanba opens h - doo! and looks Out 
Mr. Tanba 

“What has hap] ened 

he Father doesn t hear Mr Tanba’'s voice, but 
just stands there with his hair awry staring toward 


“a single po mt. with his eves almost Popp ah gut of 


Nir lanba comes outside and looks at the spot 
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60 FATHER AND SON LEAN-TO 
Vil is quiet and stil] 


91 THE COMMON FAUCET MORNING 
Yosh and (Natsu 


(itatsu 

“How was it as your place last n wht, Y oshie? My 
husband was dead drunk like a mud turtle He's re 

the end!” 

Yoshie 

“Men are all t he same! If the vd by ay & hom even 
half of t he mone, they drink up, wed have it a |itt 
e easie.,, wouldnt wert” 
Otatsu 

“What makes them I:ke to drink so much, | wond 
sig 
Yoshie 


“Niavbe the Ve grat pythons sD something mn t he iT 


stomachs Anvwav. | really get sick and tired of 
them. don't vous” 

Masuda 

Hatsuan 


“ri; 

Poth Masuda and Hatsuan come out of therr own 
houses and ty rit wash ha the ir faces toge thes 1 he \ 

i up at the sky 

Lh Hlousewives at the common tacuct stare at the 
Iwo cou] es, and wh spel 
Housewife A 

“We I}, looks ke t he Vy Ve changed around again 7% 


Housewife B 


Phey sure have a peaceful time of it, don't they?” 
Masuda 
“Looks Ike tm wht rain a [ttle hose look sus 
Claus , 
Haisuan 
“You're right | guess the weather has been too go 


od lately to last 


92 A ROAD EVENING 


Natsuko is walking along carrying materials for 
her paper flowers Okabe rides up behind her and 
calls to her 
Okabe 

“Natsuko!” 

Okabe is wearing blue demin trousers and a jump 
cr, W th an apron On wheh the name of hs shop Is 

! 


dved be has long rubber Moors on hy s feet one oft 


9] 


“tr 


* 








rich he uses [oO Stop h s br Vole and hold mtoup 
He bye yins talking to Natsuko in a cheerful tone 
Okabe 


, a | , , . , 
“What's happened to you? You don't come around t 


ut? 
tne shop any1 lore at all...Qh, that’s right, vour unch 
has run off some ace, hasen'’t he?” 


‘ 


1 


I itsuko looks LaT>d raft the bay WW th settled eves, then 
she turns het eves UWAYN and speaks 
Katsuko 


im awfully sorry, 


Her .2cCe: UNS aly (i-f inaudible 


aie -_ 
(Okabe seems just bare vy able to understand what 
l, } <? 


she Said at looks stead:!s it Katsuko's lace and 
| 
whispers to her in a serious tone 


( Noa he 


Ta don't understand at oa why you did that to me 


I tsuko Pell The why did you do t 
Once again Katsuko looks up at Okabe ands ther 
’ | ’ 
OOKS away Phen she speaks in a very quiet voic 
Katsuko 
al ntended te abr mivsec!{ 


“You want to die, you sav? You Katsuko?” 

Natsuko nods 

Okabe turns his head to one side 
Okabe 

“ just don't understand why vou did that to me t 
you planned to die yvourse'f Why was it?’ 

Natsuko thinks carefully and = then speaks slow], 
and with many DwIuses 
Katsuko 

“I don't know how to say ‘t right...but as I think 
about it now, i don't understand exactly rise !f lt Is 
just that when I Coe'ded that | wanted to die...th 
only thing that Il was ttracd of was that you would 
forget me...and when | thought vou would probably 
lorget me aS SOON as | died...1 was scared dl Wis so 
scared that I couldn't take it anymore...” 
Okabe 

“Hmm 

Okabe turns h ‘ hi ad to one side 0 ct Be bere a puts 
the foot he had on the ground on the pedal once mo 

and moves hos other toot to the vround 
Okabe 

“That's reariv a surprise!” 

He mumb’‘es 

Natsuko lifts her eves and !ooks at Okabe a 

Okabe looks upward and tar away He Sut 
whistles and turns to ‘ook at Katsuko 
Okabe 

“Let's or pret 


Katsuko shakes her head 


scoryie thing to eat! 














Katsuko 
“I'm not hungry just now.” 


Okabe smiles and says 
Okabe 
“OK, some other time then...” 
Okabe begin to ride off, waves his hand, and mo- 


ves away with increasing speed 


Katsuko speaks soity as she watches him ride aw 
ay 
Katsuko 
“I'm sorry, Okabe.” 


93 A NEGLECTED CEMETERY 

A group of grave stone, many of which have fallen 
down, fill a wild unkept area. Mr. Tanba looks 
down at the Father who is digging a hole Mr 
lanba is holding a funeral urn wrapped ina white cloth 

The Father's hair is awry and his beard is unkept 
lle finishes digwing the hole and takes the urn trom 
Mr. Tanba moving like a somnambulist, and places it 
n the grave Then he craw!s out of the hole as tho 
ugh he has absolutely no strength left 

[he little urn sits in the bottom of the large hole 

Mr. Tanbe looks at the urn, then he looks at the 
Father und starts to say some thing, but thinks better 


of it and leaves quietly 


he Father stares at the urn for a time, then ma 
kes a yesture as though to draw something in the 
air. 
Father 
“The pool is all finished.” 


[he Father just stands quietly looking down into 


the grave 
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94. THE FATHER’S FANTASY 
He is looking at a white tile poo] surrounded by 
evergreen trees 
The suface of the water reflects the emerald green 
of the trees and is slight!y ruftied by the soft breeze 
as it shines brightly in the golden rays of the sun 


95 THE COMMON FAUCET(EVENING) 
Mr. Shima comes home 
He lifts his hat as usual in greeting to the housew 
ve who are busy at the common faucet 
Mr. Shima 
“Hello. You all seem to be working hard.” 


He speaks to them in a bright tone of voice. then 
? 


goes one his way leaning his body from side to side 


in his unusual walking style 
Phey all watching him with warm friendly expres 
SONS As though they enjoy watching him walk that 


way 


Mr. Shima walks along in -his jolly manner unt; 
he reaches the front of his own house where his fac 


ia] nerves go into a spasm 


YF 
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, 
D , Rokuchan , 
e- - > Ch po WI } ‘ Ful ~ hetter 1) { On} ob th 
; ? N 
| " stlis iT = ) | ~ ‘ re'iisdsl iT 
» shirk their dut | get them tomorrow orning 
F 1. 
- not all do right this time Just you wa 
i is 
? | ] } i ¢ | } , 
Ro cuchnan irresses the body ol ne car as i I) 
iks, then he climbs overt t he mountain of trash an 
wa s along thi path to h s house 
i P — “a ’ . ° ,. 7 , , 
5 eh Oe 97 ROKUCHAN’S HOUSE 
S ce io 2 e Okuni lights a candle in the Buddhist altar and 
then goes out into the kitchen and begins preparing 
> 
: S é tot? The empty room with its drawings of trolley cat 
‘s lighted by the candle takes on a sterange atmospnhet! 
Che drawings look like a large mural 
Phe lights Of passing, cars and bicyeles throw their 
ine | ? ie : 
: lights on the paper doors shining through and lhehti 
> > ad ; « d« . = ’ ; 
’ <i ' » \ > } ; i. } | j ’ | ] ’ | 'y% 
then up trom benind and passing on OY 
_ -* L . r : : ' 
>» <rNi3 ; n = Che colors thus come into the room run across the 
aTHRANZE 6&7 hm T5h 0 tCab CHKSe drawings on the walls Che lights and colors make 


' 


the draw ings on the paper doors look like dignitied 


incient stained uwlass windows in some yrand cathed 
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